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Robots begin to practice
bomb diﬀusion (p. 5)
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Baruch hosts presidential debate viewing party

As technology
further develops, local law
enforcement
has begun to
rely on robots
to tackle risky
tasks, such as
bomb diffusion. The public must be weary
of the ways corrupt officials may
take advantage of this new possibility.

BUSINESS 9
Deutsche Bank faces $14
billion settlement (p. 9)
The Department of Justice
proposed a
$14 billion
settlement offer to Deutsche
Bank for its
fraudulent sales
of mortgagebacked securities. The German bank’s shares
plummeted to a record low following the news.

BY MARIA MARKOWICZ
MANAGING EDITOR

ARTS & STYLE 11
Broadway casts more
women, minorities (p. 12)

Baruch’s Engelman Recital Hall was filled to the brim on Monday, Sept. 26, when students, faculty and guests met to watch the first presidential
debate.
A media alert advertising the event stated that the goal of hosting a debate viewing party was to allow students to watch, react and voice their opinion about specific parts of the debate.

The 2015-16
Broadway season is expected
to go down in
history. Not
only was it a
successful season in terms
of gross and
attendance, but
it also showed what it meant to
truly embrace diversity by representing minorities of all beliefs.

SCIENCE & TECH 14
October features variety of
video game releases (p. 15)
Friday the 13th:
The Game, Paper Mario: Color Splash and
Battlefield 1
are among the
video games set
to release this
October. The
PlayStation VR is also on track
to debut on Oct. 13 as the video
game industry moves toward the
holiday season.

SPORTS 17
Bearcats trail Hunter in
CUNYAC standings (p. 17)
The Bearcats’
women’s volleyball team
performed
poorly against
their out-of
-conference
opponents.
The losses were
downplayed as the Bearcats
toppled the Bulldogs of Brooklyn
College. The team is currently 3-1
in the CUNYAC standings, trailing top-seeded Hunter College.
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Panelists Draut (left) and Besharov (right) discussed the issue of unemployment in the United States and explained how the two presidential candidates could inﬂuence it.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

USS convenes for first
joint meeting at Guttman
BY JONATHAN SPERLING
NEWS EDITOR
The CUNY University Student Senate held its first complete meeting
of the Fall semester at Stella and Charles Guttman Community College.
The senate convened at noon on Sunday, Sept. 25, and began the
eight-hour meeting by performing a roll call. The packed room included more than 40 voting members of the senate.
The meeting quickly progressed into a discussion on the multitude
of pressing issues in the CUNY system, including CUNY’s Policy on
Freedom of Expression and Expressive Conduct, the CUNY 2016-20
Master Plan and a potential tuition hike that may come in the near future.
During the meeting, Meghann Williams, who serves as president
of the Hunter College Graduate Student Association and an alternate
delegate within USS, brought up several potential concerns with the
proposed Policy on Freedom of Expression and Expressive Conduct.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
OPINIONS

Dean’s Scholars call
for Macbook Airs
instead of Dells

Defiance chronicles armed
resistance of Nazi occupation
BY OMER SEMAN
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
The Baruch Performing Arts
Center kicked off the 2016-17 season with a special screening of the
film Defiance, a vivid retelling of
how four brothers rescued 1,200
Jews from Nazi execution during
World War II.
BPAC Managing Director Ted
Altschuler first introduced the son
of one of those brothers Alan Bell,
who graduated from Baruch College in 1981.
He recalled his uncles’ humbling depiction of sheltering in the
forests of present-day Belarus, yet
the graphic details shared by those
saved by his uncles gave him a

greater understanding of the hardships they survived.
The Bielski brothers grew up as
farmers in Poland known to have
a “little bit of Robin Hood, little
bit of the Sopranos,” in their personalities.
They formed what Bell called
“Jerusalem in the woods,” during
the peak of the Holocaust.
He believed the film was not a
corrective to the six million lives
lost, but an addendum to the tragic
story.
With the conclusion of his opening remarks, the lights dimmed
and the projector flashed on.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

USG rally celebrates National Voter Registration Day

T

here is no doubt that the
Dean’s Scholars Program
at Baruch College gives
students great resources on
campus, such as priority registration, discounted tuition and a
free MacBook Air. However, this
year’s Dean’s Scholars received
Dell laptops instead of the
promised MacBook Air laptops.
Prospective Dean’s Scholars
submitted an application under the specification that they
would receive a MacBook Air
upon their acceptance into the
program. It came as a shock to
be handed a box containing a
Dell Latitude E7250 the morning of Aug. 24, the day these
students were asked to traveled into the city to receive their
MacBook Airs.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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A representative from the League of Women Voters of the City of New York helps a Baruch student register to vote during USG’s
Voter Registration Valley in the 25th Street Plaza. The event featured games and tabling from a variety of Baruch clubs.
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Baruch hosts debate viewing, discussion panel

News Briefs
COMPILED BY
JONATHAN SPERLING
A $30 million donation to
Baruch College’s School of Public and International Affairs by
a Baruch alumnus has led the
school to be renamed. On Monday, Sept. 26, the board of trustees agreed to rename the school
in recognition of the donation,
which was made by Austin
Marxe. The school will be known
as the Austin W. Marxe School of
Public and International Affairs.
The 76-year-old Marxe, who is a
Baruch alumnus and investment
banker, stated that, “If we can
graduate more students who are
really qualified for governmental
agencies and charities, then over
a period of time we can have a
real impact on the world.”
_______________________
City College will soon be establishing a new endowed professorship thanks to a $1 million
donation from an alumnus, Stuart Z. Katz. Katz graduated from
the college in 1964 with a political science degree. He eventually became an attorney and an
adjunct professor at New York
University School of Law. “I have
always cherished my four years
at City College,” said Katz. “Academically, socially and politically, City College was a beacon of
learning and growth for me and
so many of my generation. It is
time to give back, to give others
the opportunity I had for a free
or affordable quality education
at CCNY.”
________________________
Baruch College’s Weissman
School of Arts and Sciences will
host its Top 40 Under 40 in PR/
Communications event on Friday, Oct. 14 in NVC 14-250. The
free event will feature a variety of
panelists from companies such
as Chobani LLC, APCO Worldwide and 135th Street Agency.
Chobani is a leading natural
food company that sells an array
of yogurt-based products, while
APCO Worldwide and 135th
Street Agency are communication and strategy firms. The
event will be moderated by Peter
Horowitz, an adjunct professor
at Baruch who has worked in the
corporate communication field
for 35 years.
________________________
Low-income students looking to apply to CUNY will soon
have the task made easier
thanks to an initiative by Mayor
Bill de Blasio. On Monday, Sept.
26, de Blasio joined Schools
Chancellor Carmen Farina and
CUNY Chancellor James B. Milliken in announcing a plan to
eliminate the CUNY application
fee for all low-income students.
More than 37,000 high school
seniors in New York City will be
eligible for a waived fee, allowing them to apply to up to six
CUNY colleges free of charge.
________________________

Corrections
An article published in Issue 4 incorrectly stated that,
“Camacho will join 13 other
representative senators and four
vice presidents to complete the
18-member senate table, which
represents roughly 18,000 students.” There are only 14,000 undegraduate students. The senate
table consists of 14 representative senators, each representing
1,000 undergraduate students,
along with four vice presidential senators and four executive
board members.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
After the presidential debate
concluded, members of the faculty
were available to talk to in order to
discuss the students’ observations
and answer any questions.
“Student participation in this
election cycle is essential to its success, but having students understand the issue is even more important,” Daniel Dornbaum, president
of the Undergraduate Student Government, said. “The debate watch
helped Baruch students engage in
the election process in a unique
way and we are looking forward to
the remaining three events.”
The Fall semester has been
marked by a major push to get
students more involved in the upcoming elections. Events like voter
registration rallies and debate
viewing parties aim to raise the students’ interest in politics and help
them cast a mindful vote on Election Day.
The viewing party consisted
of two parts. Before the debate, a
Berkin-Friedman forum hosted
panellists Douglas J. Besharov and
Tamara Draut, who spent an hour
discussing the issue of employment in the United States and explaining how the two presidential
candidates could influence it.
Besharov is a lawyer and a professor at the University of Maryland. Draut is the vice president of
policy and research at Demos. She
is also the author of Sleeping Giant: How America’s New Working
Class Will Transform America.
Dean of the Marxe School of Public
and International Affairs David S.
Birdsell served as the moderator of
the forum.
The first part of the forum
served to highlight Hillary Clinton
and Donald Trump’s stances on
job and economic issues.
During his presentation, Besha-

rov presented his own plan on fixing the U.S. economy. In his plan,
he proposed moves like tax reform,
Social Security reform, legalization
of unauthorized immigrants, K-12
reform, career and technical reform and the removal of disincentives to marry.
Besharov expanded on these
ideas by stating that the United
States needs a simpler tax system
and that legalizing unauthorized
immigrants is the best way to ease
the burden they have on the U.S.
economy. The education system
here, he explained, provides a
much weaker education than the
one that young adults have in other
countries. In order to stay competitive in the global economy, the
government needs to improve its
standards for education.
The second part of the forum,
led by Draut, concentrated on the
current employment issues that
U.S. workers are facing.
“Nearly half of workers in this
country earn less than $15 an hour.
These aren’t teenagers—half of
those workers who earn less than
$15 an hour are over the age of
35,” Draut said. “Forty-three million workers have no right to take
paid sick day. Nine out of 10 workers have no access to paid maternal
leave to take care of their newborns
[and] half of our workers have
no access to a retirement plan on
the job.”
Draut went on to talk about
wage theft, which happens when
workers are not paid overtime or
they are asked to work after they
have already punched out on the
clock.
She highlighted how, in 2012,
the state and federal governments
won nearly $1 trillion in stolen
wages that they eventually returned to the workers.
Draut ended her segment by
addressing the issue of the high

cost of earning a college degree.
“As soon as we stopped investing in institutions of higher learning, we had a rise in tuition, a rise
in debt and a generation for whom
the best jobs available today require a college degree,” Draut said.
In her speech, Draut mentioned Clinton’s college plan,
which would allow students to attend state colleges and universities
while remaining debt-free.
The second part of the event—
the debate viewing—attracted a
younger audience than the forum.
Meanwhile, an event parallel to
the debate viewing took place in
the Multipurpose Room, with different professors to whom the students could speak.
At the entrance of the Engelman Recital Hall, workers handed
out fliers with step-by-step instructions on connecting to Baruch’s
Microsoft Pulse site that was set up
for the debate, which allowed audience members to like, dislike and
comment each time a candidate
made a statement. Every five seconds, the Pulse site would refresh
and a graph would appear on the
bottom of the page to help visualize the audience’s impression of
what the candidates said. From analysing the graph, it was clear that
the majority of the audience were
Clinton supporters.
The debate itself was moderated by Lester Holt, anchor of NBC’s
Nightly News. The debate was
split into three topics: achieving
prosperity, securing America and

America’s direction.
The 96-minute debate was full
of arguments between the candidates, interjections, laughs and
personal attacks. Overall, Clinton
was able to talk about her policies more than Trump, though she
did not reveal anything that one
could not learn from her previous
speeches or her website.
Trump started off confident
when the topic was what he knew
the most about—trade deals. He
criticized Clinton for not trying to
reject some of the policies when
she was in power and expressed
that he wanted to repeal or renegotiate some of them. However,
the further he went into the debate,
the more he crumbled. In the end,
he was unable to repel Clinton’s
attacks.
Clinton, on the other hand,
started off weakly but ended with
strength, showing the audience
that she was more prepared for
the debate than her opponent. She
knew when to attack and when to
explain some of her points, which
won her the approval of Baruch’s
audience and the rest of the viewers. An NBC poll crowned her the
unofficial winner of the debate.
Two more presidential debates
will take place before Election
Day—the first one will take place
on Oct. 9 and the second on Oct.
19. In the meantime, Baruch’s website is offering free tickets for a vice
presidential debate viewing that
will take place on Oct. 4 in the Engelman Recital Hall.

”As soon as we stopped investing in institutions of higher
learning, we had a rise in tuition, a rise in debt and a
generation for whom the best jobs available today require a
college degree.” - Tamara Draut

Mid-Autumn Moon Festival celebrates Chinese culture
BY VICTORIA MERLINO
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR
The United Chinese Language
Association invited students to
gather on Sept. 27 to eat and revel
during its annual Mid-Autumn
Moon Festival event.
Also known as the Moon Festival, the Harvest Moon Festival and
the Mooncake Festival, the MidAutumn Moon Festival is a holiday
that is traditionally celebrated by
Chinese and Vietnamese people.
Originally a festival to celebrate
a successful harvest, the current iteration of the Mid-Autumn Moon
Festival brings together families
and friends to watch the moon and
celebrate unity.
The traditional mooncake—a
round pastry filled with red bean or
lotus seed paste—is also typically
served at festival gatherings.
UCLA’s event for the holiday
stressed unity and cooperation
among all types of Baruch students, with 30 different clubs and
organizations co-sponsoring the
festivities.
“Moon Festival emphasizes the
significance of unity between family and friends, which is a value that
we believe should be passed on to
others. The event raises awareness
for this very important holiday
within our culture, which aligns
with UCLA’s mission,” said Susan
Ngo, executive secretary of UCLA,
via email.
“UCLA’s goal for this event is to
bring together those who celebrate
this special holiday and introduce
it to those who do not.”
Entertainment for the night was
carefully selected, explained Ngo.
To open and close the event, musician Hannah Chu was chosen to
play the guzheng, a traditional Chinese instrument. Besides demonstrating the guzheng, said Ngo, Chu
was able to showcase “a fusion of

modern elements with traditional
Chinese culture.”
The ability to fuse the modern
with the traditional was a reason
why New York University’s Asian
Fusion Dance, a student-run group
focused on Asian dance styles, was
also chosen to perform.
“Through incorporating elements of modern dance into their
traditional choreography, [NYU
Asian Fusion Dance] seeks to
spread an awareness and appreciation of the Asian culture within our
community,” said Ngo, a finance
and investments major. “We chose
them because we wanted to spread
this awareness in Baruch as well.”
The other two performers were
selected not because of traditional
Chinese elements within their acts,
but due to their ties to the Baruch
community.
Sajjan Raj Vaidya, singer-songwriter from Nepal, performed an
original song as well as a cover of a
song at the event. As a Baruch student, Vaidya was able to showcase
both the talent of the student population at Baruch, as well as “the
diversity found [within] the Baruch
community,” said Ngo.
Nix, a musician, also played a
small set at the event. First becoming famous for her ukulele cover of
Nicki Minaj’s Superbass, Nix has
amassed over 250,000 subscribers
and 25 million views on YouTube
since 2012.
Singing and playing popular
hits on her ukulele, Nix was easily able to stir the gathered crowd
with Drake’s “Hotline Bling”, Kanye
West’s “Ultralight Beam” and Coldplay’s “Yellow.”
Ngo explained that as a Baruch College Campus High School
graduate, Nix was additionally
chosen for the night because of her
popularity with the Asian student
community.
Besides the entertainers, games
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During the festival, Chu played the guzheng, a traditional Chinese instrument.
kept the crowd active and excited
during the event. In the first game,
students competed in pairs to
complete a relay, where they had to
consume mochi and spicy ramen.
The second game pit representatives from Beta Alpha Psi and the
Bangladeshi Student Association
against one another for a game of
“Password,” where one student
would view a word hidden from
the student’s partner and would
subsequently have to say an associated word in an attempt to have
the partner guess the word.
The third game involved four
volunteers eating mooncakes, with
one mooncake being laced with

wasabi. The audience would then
have to guess which volunteer has
the wasabi-laced mooncake by the
volunteers’ facial expressions.
Zoe Wong, UCLA’s vice president of Public Relations and an
accounting major, expressed how
UCLA’s version of the Mid-Autumn
Moon Festival created a greater
sense of togetherness at Baruch.
“[This event] brings a lot of cultures together—not only Chinese
people or Asian people come. Many
different races of people come and
we just all…appreciate the holiday.”
This is the sixth year UCLA has
hosted this event after it was created in the Fall semester of 2010.
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USS holds first plenary
meeting at Guttman
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
“This proposed policy hands
over the power to decide how expressive conduct should be handled almost exclusively to college
administrations. However, acknowledging these glaring issues
legitimates the existence of such a
policy in the first place,” Williams
stated after the meeting.
In the ensuing discussion on
the topic, several USS members
agreed that the policy created tension between the CUNY administration and its students. Delegates
wondered whether the policy
would enhance students’ rights or
suppress them.
“The real issue is that no CUNY
official has been able to explain
why this policy is needed in addition to the Henderson Rules. Far
from enhancing students’ rights,
[the Policy on Freedom of Expression and Expressive Conduct] actively suppresses them,” Williams
continued.
The Henderson Rules are a
code of conduct already put in
place by CUNY that outlines how
expressive conduct is to be handled on CUNY campuses.
The 11 rules allow for freedom
of expression as long as said expression does not block access to
campus facilities, does not include
theft or damage to CUNY property
and does not interfere with the
ability for others to exercise their
own rights.
The Policy on Freedom of Expression and Expressive Conduct will go
before the CUNY board of trustees
for approval in late October.
As the meeting progressed,
discssion turned to the topic of
student activism. Daniel Dornbaum, president of the Baruch Un-

dergraduate Student Government,
expressed his wish to have more
students present at board of trustees meetings and testify for what
they believe in. On Monday, Sept.
19, Dornbaum testified in front
of the board of trustees during a
public hearing at Baruch. He addressed the board with criticisms
of the 2016-20 CUNY Master Plan,
as well as the board’s opposition to
the rational tuition policy, which
prevents tuition hikes.
Later on in the meeting, USS
members stressed the importance
of voter registration, especially
among CUNY students.
“It is our duty to get students
to understand how important getting out to the polls is, instead of
just ranting on social media,” said
Chika Onyejiukwa, interim chairperson of USS.
The senate also passed its first
resolution during the meeting—a
decision to change the language
of USS’s Resolution to Preserve the
Affordability and Accessibility of
Higher Education at CUNY.
Part of the resolution once
read, “…be it further resolved,
that the University Student Senate of the City University of New
York calls on the State Legislature
and Governor Andrew M. Cuomo
adequately fund the increasing
mandatory cost within CUNY as
part of the maintenance of effort.”
A change in the statement’s language was suggested by Williams
to replace “calls on” with “demands” in order to strengthen the
document. The motion was carried unanimously by the senate.
Toward the later stages of the
meeting, USS began the nomination process for officer candidates,
with elections to be held at a later
date.

Universal bathrooms receive backing
BY YELENA DZHANOVA
OPINIONS EDITOR
Executive board members of
the Gender, Love and Sexuality
Spectrum of Baruch College have
been advocating and planning
for the construction of a genderneutral restroom. The proposal has
recently been approved by CUNY
administration after a semesterlong dispute with Baruch students.
Conflict arose when GLASS petitioned for the creation of the first
gender-neutral bathroom at Baruch. Members of the organization
were compelled to create a genderless restroom to better represent
the students and educate them
about the necessity of LGBT rights.
Gabe Roman, current president
of GLASS, detailed the steps the
organization took in order to fight
for the right to a gender-neutral
bathroom.
“We tabled as often as we could,
waving signs around the bathrooms and chanting ‘bathrooms
for all’ and other slogans. This got
peoples’ attention. They asked
what they were, why we needed
them, who would use them and
how they would work. We made
an animated video describing our
message,” said Roman. The video
features select Baruch faculty
members who express their support for the initiative. The animated portion of the video illustrates
an individual named Adrian who
has difficulty figuring out which
bathroom to use, on account of
the fact that Adrian did not identify
with either gender.
The video was circulated
around the administration in an effort to help them understand why
it was necessary to create access
to a gender-neutral bathroom at
Baruch. These efforts also demonstrated the student power behind
the movement. Students began to

extend support to the transgender
community by expressing that they
backed up the idea of a genderless
bathroom.
The plan to build a genderneutral bathroom is currently in
effect. The challenges that exist at
the moment revolve around logistics such as safety and choosing
a prime location. In order to resolve these potential issues, the
administration is seeking an area
that will meet safety requirements
and be located in a central and
accessible area. Lobbyists have
also been trying to acquire funding for the implementation of the
bathroom, which is not yet under
construction.
Assistant Vice President of
Campus Facilities at Baruch Lisa
Edwards has indicated that so far,
$1 million has been donated to
the installation of a genderless restroom. In response to the donation, Edwards said, “The funding
allowed the universal restrooms to
be added at the tail end of design
to an existing Americans with Disabilities Act capital project. The design with the universal restrooms
is now 100 percent complete and
expected to go out to bid for construction in late fall. The search for
other possible locations and funding continues with the rest of the
campus.”
City Councilwoman Melissa
Mark-Viverito funded the initiative after students expressed major
interest in and support for the
cause at protests and through social media.
The CUNY system has already
implemented several functioning
gender-neutral bathrooms across
its institutions. These bathrooms
are accessible to all students in
each of these schools. John Jay College of Criminal Justice has created
three gender-neutral restrooms
in different areas on campus. Stu-

dents at John Jay launched a website called Jay Pride, which speaks
out for LGBT rights. Articles and
discussion about the bathrooms,
including layout schemes, are
posted on the site. The Graduate
Center also features a single gender-neutral bathroom on the seventh floor of its institution.
The Roosevelt House, a public
policy institute at Hunter College,
has published articles supporting gender-neutral bathrooms.
Several initiatives and petitions
to implement a gender-neutral
facility at Hunter have been circulating around various social media
platforms such as Facebook and
Tumblr.
In order to spread awareness of
their gender-neutral bathrooms,
Guttman Community College
posted signs near the facility that
read, “Under the law, all individuals have the right to use this single
sex facility consistent with their
gender identity or expression.”
As developments for the gender-neutral restroom continue at
Baruch, Roman realizes that the issue may still encounter intolerance
and apathy.
To tackle any remaining opposition, Roman hopes to increase
training for security guards so that
they would be more responsive
to the issue. Roman also intends
to continue to spread the video in
order to help other students better
understand the purpose behind
the initiative.
Although the campaign is already in motion, there is still
progress to be made, according
to Roman. “Even after we have a
bathroom, our campaign will not
be over. Our goal is to get as many
people as we can behind the idea
of the gender neutral bathroom so
that our campus is a lot safer and a
lot more comfortable for those that
use the bathroom.”
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Opinions
FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

CUNY waives high application
fee for low-income students
For the nearly 40,000 low-income students who apply to CUNY colleges each year, the $65 application fee is just another obstacle in the
path to higher education. However, Mayor Bill de Blasio recently announced a new policy that would waive the fee for all low-income students, allowing them to apply to CUNY without having to worry about
an additional financial burden.
In past years, CUNY has offered fee waivers to a limited number of
low-income applicants, but de Blasio’s latest policy proves that progress is being made in the fight for the educational rights of all disadvantaged students.
Now, homeless students, students who are in foster care and students who qualify for free or reduced-price lunches will face one less
roadblock in attending the largest urban public university in the country.
The initiative, which comes as a part of de Blasio’s Equity and Excellence program, will cost the city $2.4 million. This is a small price to pay
for the betterment of the lives of an estimated 37,000 students per year.
This number accounts for approximately 60 percent of New York City’s
high school students.
The initiative will have a ripple effect as well, benefitting the city’s
many high schools and communities that were forced to help low-income high school seniors pay the application fee. In November 2015, a
high school in Brownsville started an online crowdfunding campaign
in order to provide assistance to its graduating seniors who could not
afford college application fees.
Donations happened to surpass the campaign’s $10,000 goal. It
should not, however, be the job of the community to finance something
as inconsequential as an application fee.
Keeping this in mind, CUNY should be seen as a shining example
throughout the realm of public higher education. De Blasio is investing
in not only the present success of New York City’s young adults, but the
future success of the city as well.
If not for the initiative, a large amount of professional talent would
be lost for good. Let other public university systems across the country
who still impose an application fee follow in the footsteps of the CUNY
system. Let them see the droves of adult professionals produced from
CUNY who otherwise would not have been given the chance in the previous years.
If the most populated city in the world can remove an obstacle for
its low-income students, there is no reason that other cities cannot do
the same.

Musk creates solid plan to go to Mars
SpaceX CEO Elon Musk announced his plans to colonize Mars at the
International Astronautical Congress in Guadalajara, Mexico.
In his keynote speech, Musk detailed the challenges he would have
to surmount. Designing rockets that will be able to make multiple trips
reliably and coordinating the launch schedule to colonize necessitating flights over the course of 40 to 100 years may prove to be the most
difficult. Although the expected cost of the venture is $10 billion, Musk
asserted that colonists would have to pay only $200,000 to get to Mars.
Discussion surrounding the colonization of Mars gripped the world’s
imagination since Ray Bradbury and other like-minded science-fiction
writers released their books. It is only the natural course of progress that
Mars’ colonization moves from the pages of The Illustrated Man to the
news section of The New York Times.
While Musk’s ambition is great, it is through the cooperation of the
entire global community that his plan may become a reality. Affordable
and efficient space travel could become the touchstone of the future,
but it is something everyone must consider before shrugging off Musk’s
plans. Though the price may seem high, the benefits of successfully
colonizing Mars will eventually become worthwhile.
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Robots demonstrate more versatility
Law enforcement began to use robots to resolve life-threatening situations, including bomb diﬀusion

T

he explosion of two pipe
bombs in Seaside Park, New
Jersey and in the upmarket
neighborhood of Chelsea shook
the nation last week. The outbreak
of violence was followed by the discovery of five pipe bombs in a New
Jersey Transit train station.
The police units, already sensitized to the danger of homemade
explosive devices, had in their arsenal a robot called Remotec ANDROS F6A, equipped with the ability to disarm bombs. The robot was
created by Northrop Grumman,
the world’s fifth largest aerospace
and technology defense contractor.
The Dallas police officers employed
it to carry a bomb that would kill a
suspect who engaged in a gunfight.
The growing use of such robots
by local law enforcement stems
from a 2004 federal program called
Law Enforcement 1033 Program
that allows officials to buy military
supplies at a surplus. Although the
use of the robots limited the need
for excessively armed local police
in tense situations, it also evoked a
strong pushback. President Barack
Obama, for example, publicly cut
back on the program in an effort to
discourage military officials from
buying nonessential equipment.
Nevertheless, the Department
of Defense Surplus Equipment
Disposal continues to uphold the
program. The mission of the Department of Defense goes back to
World War II when the federal government sought to reduce a mas-

sive inventory of military equipment by making the equipment
available to civilians.
Bomb disposal is not new. After
Pearl Harbor, the British were instrumental in setting up a formal
ordnance unit. The army, navy and
marines deployed explosive ordnance disposal units in European
and Pacific territories with success.
The accelerated use and development of bomb disposal robots
is a response to low-intensity warfare and waves of terrorist attacks,
especially those that occurred after 9/11. Former President George
Bush pumped billions of dollars
into the war in Iraq in response
to insurgents and Islamic terrorists. Allied troops in Afghanistan,
Iraq and Syria had to respond to
improvised explosive devices that
claimed the lives of many victims.
The rise of al-Qaida and the
Islamic State has broadened the
battlefield; the field of action has
spread to many countries around
the world, including Belgium,
France, Germany, Russia, the United Kingdom and the United States.
The essence of such extenuating
circumstances and the presence
of terrorist attacks have spurred
the development of a variety of robots. The aerospace industry, along
with the DoD, has the monopoly on
these combative robots.
Robot technology builds on
existing technology. The British
armed forces have developed the
low-cost Panama Remotely Oper-

ated Vehicle, which modifies the
Land Rover to suit a variety of dull,
dirty and dangerous duties.
The Marine Corps developed
Tactical Unmanned Ground Vehicles, capable of conducting operations in urban areas such as sewers, tunnels and caves. Lightweight
versions of the vehicle can also
deal with toxic chemicals or travel
through water and climb stairs.
Through the transfer of technological ability, civilian companies
have used existing technology to
detect toxic gases, such as methane, in mines. It has also encouraged larger police departments
to modify and innovate robots
through technological transfer.Robot technology has found use in
civil society. It can be implemented
for home use, fun and games or as
a labor-saving device.
Robots in the military and law
enforcement are fundamentally
used to save lives and keep the
death rate low. They have become
vigilant instruments for public
safety in an age of rising tensions,
social disaggregation and sharp
political strife.
They are offensive weapons that
can be used against domestic and
foreign foes. Still, the public must
be mindful that power-hungry
politicians or the military could use
them as a function of the tyranny
against the majority.
-Robert Cambria
Journalism ‘19
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T

he Port Authority of New
Jersey and New York closed
two lanes from Fort Lee to
the George Washington Bridge, the
most heavily trafficked bridge in
the world, in 2013. For four days,
the bridge was congested with traffic until Patrick Foye, the executive
director of the Port Authority and
an appointee of New York Gov.
Andrew Cuomo, ordered that the
lanes be reopened.
When the authorities and the
media questioned why the lanes
were closed, the Port Authority
claimed that it was conducting a
traffic study. At the time, New Jersey democratic leaders claimed
that the situation, termed “Bridgegate,” was designed by New Jersey
Gov. Chris Christie’s administration
as a method to punish Fort Lee’s
Mayor Mark Sokolich. Sokolich was
a Democrat who failed to endorse
Christie in the 2013 re-election.
Christie has claimed multiple
times that he and his administration knew nothing about the lane

closures. However, a thorough investigation has revealed that the
closures were actually carried out
by Christie’s administration. Federal prosecutors now claim that
Christie knew about Bridgegate,
which will be supported in court by
the testimony of David Wildstein, a
former Port Authority official.
Wildstein, along with Bill Baroni
and Bridget Kelly, all former officials of Christie’s administration,
were largely involved in initiating
Bridgegate. Kelly had sent an email
to Baroni in August 2013 declaring:
"time for some traffic problems in
Fort Lee."
Christie has taken serious and
highly extensive measures in an
attempt to prove his innocence. In
2014, when the New Jersey State
Assembly authorized a special
committee to investigate Bridgegate, Christie hired an outside legal team to help his administration
conduct an internal review, which
found him innocent. New Jersey
Democrats, however, said that be-

cause the lead attorney of the team
was politically tied to Christie and
the firm did not interview any of the
key people involved in the scandal,
the internal review was appropriately deemed a “sham.”
Given the fact that the people
closest to Christie were intimately
involved in the scandal, it can be
reasonably assumed that he knew
what was going on. However, merely knowing is not a federal crime.
A prosecutor would have to prove
that the order to close the lanes
came from Christie himself in order
to be convicted.
Guilty or not, Christie has already paid the price for this scandal, as it has been cited as a primary factor in the fall of Christie’s 2016
presidential bid. It may also explain
why he did not succeed and why he
was passed up as the nominee for
vice president for Donald Trump’s
campaign.
-Jahvon Meadows
Accounting ‘19
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Police brutality taunts black citizens
Protests in CUNY lead
THE POLITICKER
to greater student input
THE USG REPORT

DANIEL DORNBAUM

I

n the Spring semester of 2016,
protests occurred throughout
many CUNY campuses. The
issue at hand revolved around tuition hikes at the university. The
initial demonstrations were targeted at CUNY administrators and
government officials, as they were
the key players in the budget process during the fiscal year.
When large protests like these
occur, other individuals or groups
tend to join in to help promote
the cause. Some groups may join,
however, to shift the message
toward one that directly benefits
them.
As different messages were
mixed in with the tuition protests,
certain students felt attacked and
singled out and raised concern
with their local representatives.
At a city council public hearing,
councilmembers put pressure
on university administration to
change the policy when it came to
organizing on campus.
The university obliged and proposed changes to the policy on
Freedom of Expression and Expressive Conduct. These changes
were subsequently brought to the
board of trustees near the very end
of the Spring semester.
The main change included
limiting on-campus protests to

certain areas designated by the
college president. This change was
implemented due to the need to
maintain order and refrain from
jeopardizing proper university
business operations.
Students came out to testify
against the proposed change stating that it limited their freedom of
speech and right to organize. The
students also complained that the
policy had been proposed at the
end of a semester, which is a time
when many students had been
busy with finals and had not paid
close attention to the administered change.
Administration agreed to table
the discussion but the policy is expected to re-emerge as early as the
October board of trustees meeting.
The University Student Senate will
be drafting its own proposed policy change but wants widespread
student feedback before putting it
to a vote.
In the upcoming weeks, USS
will hold committee meetings in
order to add necessary changes to
the document and will vote on it
before it comes to the decision of
its full body. Any student can attend these meetings and vote in a
committee.
No matter what side of the argument students agree with, it is
essential that they play a role in
the process. Whether that be by
attending a USS committee meeting or delivering testimonies to
the board of trustees, it is crucial
that every student has his or her
voice heard.
Daniel Dornbaum is the president of USG. He can be reached at
daniel.dornbaum@usgbaruch.
com. His office is located at 3-272
in the Newman Vertical Campus.

REUVEN GLEZER

K

eith Scott’s death has
sparked outrage and several
protests in Charlotte, the
capital of North Carolina. Death
due to police brutality is becoming a painfully familiar story at this
point, a story that should not have
to be told in the first place since
these situations should not exist.
Unarmed black men being killed
by police in confrontations is unacceptable.
The paranoia that exists among
the nation’s police officers trumps
any kind of intuition or proper
handling that is mandated during
life or death situations. The only
end result to this lack of preparedness is another name added to the
long list of those dead due to police violence.
Protests erupted in Charlotte,
followed by Gov. Pat McCrory
declaring a state of emergency
on Sept. 22. McCrory called the
National Guard into the capital
as crowd control to try to diffuse
and de-escalate the situation.
Escalations quickly flared as the
police went from bicycle patrols
to being clad in full-blown riot
gear. The situation could not have
been anything less than chaotic.
In the madness, one civilian was
shot and put in critical condition.
He was identified as Justin Carr, a
bystander who ended up dying at
the hospital. Charlotte local police
later identified a possible suspect

for the shooting.
The days following the protest
were a blur of political backtracking and press conferences, with
everyone attempting to provide a
narrative regarding the details of
the deaths of both Scott and Carr.
Carr’s death was initially attributed to a police officer from crowd
control.
The primary focus of the protests was on the videotape of
Scott’s death, which explained the
occurrence in full detail. The police only agreed to show the video
to the family. Public media viewing, however, was restricted until
Sept. 25.
To come to their own defense,
the police claimed that the officers in question thought Scott
was smoking marijuana and subsequently held up a gun. This led
the two policemen to initiate immediate action against what they
thought was a potentially dangerous scenario.
That interaction led to Scott's
death at the hands of police officers—a death that one local attorney, according to The Guardian,
said occurred for no justifiable reason. This idea is worth reiterating
because it is something that goes
over people's heads on occasion.
There was absolutely no reason for
Scott’s death.
A direct police confrontation
should not have to end in the
death of the person who is being
confronted. More importantly,
this kind of event should not occur
so frequently. There is no wonder
why people often joke about living in a heavily policed state. It is
absolutely unsurprising that the
average citizen may think the end
of democracy in the United States
is coming.
When protesters are met by
police in military outfits, when a
tiny misinterpretation can lead to

a person’s death or when all of this
repeats itself over again, it instills
fear and distrust in the public. This
kind of occurrence also strains the
relationship between the protectors and the protected.
More importantly, whenever a
solution to this growing problem
is remotely discussed, there is so
much interference that it becomes
easy to simply give up hope. It
is far easier to stymie discussion
on body cameras as well as institutionalized racism or the relationship between the police and
the public than to actually have a
meaningful dialogue that could
see positive results.
It is becoming sickening to see
the same press conference delivered from the police departments
that are once more at fault. These
recurring and unnecessary scenarios make one wonder whether
it is possible to cut the sound from
one and layer it over another, just
to see if there is any real difference
in what is said.
The questions the public asks
are the ones that need to be considered, yet they never seem to
be the personal concerns of the
police. The family of the deceased
would like to know why their loved
one had to die. The communities
affected by the fear of police want
to know if they might be next. Affected communities have the right
to learn more information.
Moreover, the greater public
has the absolute right to know
when all of this will stop. For a
country whose citizens are guaranteed lives without fear from
an all-powerful state, transgressions on that promise are being
made far too frequently. The fight
is a slow one, frustrating as that
may be, but it is one that needs to
be fought until every citizen can
feel safe around those sworn to
protect them.

Native Americans deserve rights to land Scholars need Macbooks
An oil pipeline that is being constructed across several states trespasses on Native American territory

Administration gave students Dell laptops instead of Macbook Airs

E

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

nergy Transfer Partners CEO
Kelcy Warren declared on
Sept. 20 that the construction of a $3.8 billion Dakota Access
pipeline would continue, despite
the fact that it is located near a Native American reservation in North
Dakota. To the company, it is an
opportunity for additional revenue. However, to Native American
tribes, it is another blow to their
civil liberties.
The pipeline is part of the
company’s four-state, 1,172-mile
scheme. Employees revealed that
it is approximately 60 percent
complete. When finished, it will
transport petroleum from North
Dakota through South Dakota
and Iowa to its final destination of
Illinois. ETP anticipates that the
pipeline will haul 470,000 barrels
of oil a day.
The possible dangers are alarming. Creating the pipeline beneath
the Missouri River may contaminate drinking water if the pipeline
bursts. The toxic water will not
only harm the Standing Rock Sioux
Tribe and its thousands of people,
but also millions of residents in the
surrounding states.
It is unsettling to hear Warren
dismiss this potential problem
when he says, “concerns about
the pipeline’s impact on the local water supply are unfounded.”
ETP justifies its plan by saying that
it will aid the United States in becoming less reliant on shipping
energy from hazardous locations
around the world.
The pipeline is devastating
news for the Standing Rock Sioux
Tribe. It will damage the tribe’s
holy land, prayer locations and
culturally notable heirlooms. Dakota Access Pipeline and ETP
bulldozed the land last Saturday
during a holiday weekend for the

Native Americans.
The United States is unfortunately no stranger to the oppression of Native Americans. Schoolchildren are taught about the Trail
of Tears, which refers to the trek
made by Native Americans after
their forced removal from native lands in 1838. The Cherokee,
Chickasaw Choctaw, Creek and
Seminole tribes were deemed a
menace to amity and were ordered
out of their homelands. They endured a brutal trek of 800 miles.
They suffered disease, malnourishment and vulnerability to the
harsh climate, which claimed the
lives of 4,000 Cherokees.
The affliction continued at the
end of the Civil War, when white
U.S. citizens besieged Native
Americans at Little Wolf, Power
River and Sand Creek. Prominent
Native American leaders such as
Chief Joseph, Crazy Horse and
Sitting Bull were beaten. The near
annihilation culminated with the
Battle of Wounded Knee in 1890.
Remaining Native Americans accepted defeat.
ETP should be mindful of its behavior toward Native Americans.
The Standing Rock Sioux Tribe
has a remarkable heritage that is
worthy of preservation. Culture
is key to understanding the past
and appreciating one’s roots. It is
frightening that the construction
of this pipeline will cause the Native Americans to lose elements of
their precious heritage. The company seems to perceive the tribe
as a nuisance that is in the way of
its success. Warren forgets that the
tribe members are humans, who
have hopes and aspirations just
like everyone else.
The Native American protesters
remain focused as they continue
to bring awareness to this subject.

Standing Rock Tribal Chairman
Dave Archambault II and his people are camping out in southern
North Dakota to safeguard their
native lands. Their attempts to stop
the pipeline from being constructed were overturned by U.S. District
Judge James Boasberg.
Three federal bureaus requested that ETP suspend construction
within a 20-mile radius of Lake
Oahe. ETP agreed and withdrew 30
pieces of construction equipment,
but did not comment on its further
action. Protesters remained on
construction sites hoping to make
more of a change.
The movement is making an
impact nationwide. In Washington, 140,000 people signed a petition at a rally. Along the East Coast,
people in Atlanta marched with
signs that read “Oil Kills.” The outcry has further attracted international awareness.
The Obama administration
released a statement saying that
executives from 567 federally acknowledged tribes will engage in
meetings scheduled from Oct. 25
through Nov. 21 in six areas of the
country. Discussions about the
preservation of Native American
lands, settlement freedoms and
assets will take place among the
leaders. From there, new regulations hopefully will be proposed.
Warren should be ashamed
for bringing agony to the Native
Americans. ETP is suggesting that
self-interest and power are superior to a long-lasting culture. The
pipeline should be terminated if
the beauty of a culture is at risk.
If the construction of the pipeline
continues, a remarkable heritage
will slowly start to fade.
-Maya Yegorova
Journalism ‘20

No mention of this change was
made to the students receiving
them, and the staff running the
distribution failed to acknowledge
the last-second switch. One brave
student in the room of scholars
eventually raised his hand and
asked about the Dell laptops. The
question was addressed with one
of the administrators responding,
“well, we decided to go with Dells
this year.”
Students reached out to the
Department of Undergraduate
Admissions Director Marisa DeLaCruz about the change. She sent a
mass response that read: “the MacBook Air laptop was the model to
be provided for last year’s entering
cohort of Dean’s Scholars and will
not be offered this year. Instead of
the Apple machines, we have provided Dean’s Scholars with top-ofthe-line Dell laptops, comparable
in features, form, and functionality
to MacBooks.” This response provides neither answers nor apologies for Baruch’s incompetence in
handling the issue properly.
Freshman Kelan Betancourt
felt that the responses were “generic, and avoided actually answering the question of why this
happened.” Diana Shishkina, another Dean’s Scholars student, felt
that “the administration should
have kept up their end of the bargain. If they really couldn’t, they
should have at least talked to us
before we put in our commitment
deposits.”
The Dell laptop is not comparable in quality to a MacBook Air.
The battery does not last more
than two hours at a time, making it
difficult to use the laptops in class.
Students are also not permitted
to save anything to the local drive,

which only provides 117 gigabytes
of storage, and the administrator
settings on the computer make it
impossible to install any extra software, even if necessary for classes.
Upon receiving an assignment in
math, the administrator settings
did not allow the necessary software to be installed.
Out-of-state Dean’s Scholars
students were handed a more exacerbated situation when they
discovered that their scholarship
amount would not be matched
with the cost of out-of-state tuition.
When invited to the program,
out-of-state students were told
that they would receive a scholarship in the amount of the current
in-state tuition, which is currently
$6,330. Rather than receiving
matching out-of-state-tuition for
all four academic years, out-ofstate students will continually receive a $6,330 annually renewed
scholarship, which can potentially
leave these students susceptible to
future tuition increases. Though
it may seem insignificant, for students paying their own bills, this
slight change in diction could
make a world of difference.
The treatment of this year’s
Dean’s Scholars class has deeply
hurt Baruch’s image. Baruch’s administration should issue a formal apology to all entering Dean’s
Scholars students. Administration
should also immediately provide
them with the benefits that they
were originally promised. Outof-state Dean’s Scholars students
should be provided with appointment slots at the Office of the Bursar, considering the hard financial
situation in which they are now.
-Charlotte Cass
Marketing ‘20
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Bombings demand greater vigilance Games inspire students
The most recent attacks in New York and New Jersey call for more public involvement and attention

CUNY professors developed a way to use games to teach students

T

he CUNY Games Network
allows professors to participate in interactive learning
in an improved and more engaging way. The network was the
brain child of four professors of
the Borough of Manhattan Community College and is now starting
to show real results.
This is not a new idea by any
means; games have been used in
educational fields for generations.
In the 19th century, Friedrich
Froebel created the concept of kindergarten, which, at the time, was
based on learning through play.
The centerpieces of his version of
kindergarten were the gifts, which
were educational toys like blocks,
clay and weaving kits.
BMCC professors Joe Bisz and
Carlos Fernandez used Diplomacy—a board game—in their remedial writing courses, as it is full of
opportunities to use persuasion
and rhetoric. The professors hoped
this would help combat a lack of
motivation and critical thinking
skills among their students. The
strategy game was particularly
useful in teaching problem solving
skills and explaining logical paragraph construction. Two other
professors who were researching
game-based learning joined the
efforts. In 2008, the CUNY Games
Network was officially launched.
Since its launch, numerous
workshops and activities have
been added to the network, including board games, card games
and digital-based gaming systems.
One of the more popular games is
Levelfly, which teaches the player
how to learn and operate a management system. This is an example of gamification, which refers
to the use of gaming elements in
order to encourage engagement.
Gamification is used often in mar-

he succession of bombings
that occurred in New York
and New Jersey rattled the
country to its core. Yet, while terrorist attacks have been frightening for all the citizens of the United
States, these bombings were especially alarming for New Yorkers.
New York City is the most densely
populated city in the United States,
so it has frequently been the target
of choice for terrorists. With the
continual rise of the Islamic State,
there is no reason to believe that
attacks like this will not happen
again.
There is no link right now between Ahmad Khan Rahami and
IS, but the common consensus so
far among law enforcement is that
Rahami acted on behalf of some
form of jihadi motivation. A personal journal filled with praises for
Osama bin Laden and al-Qaeda
acts as evidence that supports this
claim.
Terrorist groups have proven
themselves to be very adept at
manipulating vulnerable people
across the world to support their
ideologies, even in the United
States. When someone falls victim
to the recruitment tactics of one of
these groups, that person feels a
responsibility to prove themselves
to the organization and inflict
harm upon U.S. citizens.
These people are usually insecure outsiders who act alone,
which is way more difficult to prevent than a coalition of multiple
radicals.
It is much easier for law enforcement to thwart a terror plot
when there are multiple people
involved. For this reason, domestic terrorists, school shooters and
jihadis perpetrate these attacks
by themselves with high success
rates.

These extremists can be
stopped, but it would take every
citizen joining together as a nation. Rahami was eventually apprehended because someone
noticed his picture from the news
and called the police. Other bombs
set in place by Rahami were deactivated due to help from the watchful eyes of fellow New Yorkers.
If citizens had not taken it upon
themselves to report the suspicious activity, Rahami might still
be at large and those other bombs
might have gone off, injuring even
more people.
As cliche as it may sound, the
“If you see something, say something” mantra reigns true. A random backpack on a street corner
may only be a backpack, but it
could also be a pipe bomb. Vigilance is pivotal in stopping these
lone wolves from successfully executing more attacks. Police officers
cannot patrol all areas at the same
time. Help they get from the public will only keep everyone safer. If
every citizen can manage to keep
his or her eyes peeled and report
anything out of the ordinary, the
nation will benefit greatly.
However, these attacks cannot
be allowed to feed into the growing
prejudice that already plagues the
country. Islamophobia has been
steadily rising since the 9/11 attacks and seems to have reached

The attacks last week felt
personal to New Yorkers. A
couple of the bombsites were
only a few blocks away from
Baruch College.

its pinnacle 15 years later at the
height of the current presidential
election. Regardless of personal
political stance, citizens cannot
discriminate againt or blame fellow U.S. natives for a crime that
they themselves did not commit.
When we allow ourselves to fall
victim to stereotyping and discrimination, we attack some of the core
principles on which the United
States prides itself. IS feeds off of
this type of maltreatment, providing an inviting but false sanctuary for Muslims who feel betrayed
or wrongfully condemned by the
United States.
By fueling hateful dialogue
that refers to all Muslims as terrorists, the nation risks alienating
people and inadvertently driving
them straight into the arms of the
enemy. These types of attacks are
horrifying for all involved, but the
solution is not to create more discord. Rather, it is to unite against a
common enemy.
The attacks last week felt personal to New Yorkers. A couple
of the bombsites were only a few
blocks away from Baruch College.
With a presidential election dividing many and the continual rise of
IS, it is more important than ever
to come together as a country and
prevent any more tragedies from
occurring.
Law enforcement will always
do its best to stop any attacks before they occur, but much of the
responsibility falls on the citizens
to be attentive to their surroundings. Unfair biases need to be put
aside to strive toward stopping
those who really want to hurt the
United States. Now is the time for
vigilance, not vengeance.
-Evan Lewis
Political Science '19

T

keting strategies.
The CGN has so far hosted
three conferences during its event,
the CUNY Games Festival, which
seems to have had positive results.
Attendance has increased steadily
from conference to conference.
Members of SGN were awarded a grant of over $875,000 for the
success of their gaming network.
The grant is going toward the development of games that help students acquire basic math skills.
Kathleen Offenholley, one of the
founding members of CGN, is reporting great success with the first
game.
“It’s amazing what happens
when you play games with students, especially if they are scared
of math,” Offenholley stated. “All of
a sudden their brains get freed up
to actually be able to think where
they could not think before because they were stuck in old ways
of looking at math.”
Three of the professors cowrote “A Proof-of-Concept Study
of Game-based Learning in Higher Education,” which found that
the games increased the students’
enjoyment levels in their classes.
Using games for educational purposes prompted the students to
enjoy the classes that caused them
the most anxiety.
The CUNY Games Network has
a good chance of taking off, which
is why professors should take advantage of this incredible program.
CUNY needs to promote the program and start to integrate it into
its curriculum, as using games is
proven to greatly improve the students’ performance in their classes
and increase their enjoyment and
motivation for learning.
-Davon Singh
Digital Marketing ‘17
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Oil prices surge as OPEC reaches consensus to freeze output
BY GAYATHRI RAMESH
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Following a three-day conference in Algeria, the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Countries
came to an agreement on Sept. 28
to reduce oil production.
This is the first time since 2008
that the oil cartel agreed to lower
its output. When the OPEC committee decided to reduce its output
back in 2008, Saudi Arabia’s leaders
walked out of an ongoing session,
which resulted in a production dispute. Later that day, the Saudis released a statement that they would
not observe the OPEC decision.
In the past two years, oil prices
steeply decreased due to a “global
glut” after major players like Saudi
Arabia, which depends on oil for its
revenue, refused to lower output.
Furthermore, due to increasing investments in new technologies like
horizontal drilling, U.S. producers
exceeded expectations by producing massive amounts of tight oil,
which was long thought to be too
expensive to produce. The impact
of massive oversupply shifted the
prices from $100 per barrel in 2014
to $26 per barrel earlier this year.
Currently, Saudi Arabia is the
largest oil producer among OPEC
members, with an output of about
10.7 million barrels per day. On the
other hand, Iran’s production has
been stagnant at 3.7 million barrels
per day, which is close to pre-sanction levels.
According to the recent agreement, the production range would
be lowered from 33.4 million barrels per day to a figure between 32.5
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After three days of talks in Algeria, leaders of the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries agreed to limit oil production for the ﬁrst time in eight years.
and 33 million barrels per day. The
production is set to be decreased
by around 700,000 barrels per day,
with Saudi Arabia decreasing its
production by up to 350,000 barrels per day.
The agreement took place after
Saudi Arabia softened its stance on
oil output, a move that the experts
did not anticipate due to previous disagreements between Saudi
Arabia and Iran. The move to cut
output contradicts Saudi Arabia’s
previous stance and strategies.
However, due to the fact that Saudi
crude oil is the cheapest to produce, the low cost and high production does not seem to bother

the country’s officials. In the short
run, the low costs could put highcost producers out of business and,
as a result of the restricted oil supply, prices will be forced to go up.
After the agreement, oil prices
temporarily rose by 5 percent,
though the price of crude oil
opened slightly lower once again
on Sept. 29. Brent crude rose 2 percent on Thursday to just over $49.64
a barrel and has gained almost
8 percent since the beginning of
the rally.
Additionally, the Financial
Times Stock Exchange 100 index
rose 1 percent to a six-week high
of 6,919 points, with oil and com-

SEC charges billionaire fund manager
BY KASANDRA STILL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

modities companies contributing
the most.
“The world may be heading for a
period of ‘goldilocks’ oil prices: low
enough to provide a sizeable boost
to spending on other goods and
services, but high enough to keep
the major producers afloat,” Julian
Jessop, chief global economist at
Capital Economics, said in a conversation with CNNMoney. “Even if
oil prices recover further to around
$60 next year, as we expect, consumers should still be better off.”
Even though this move was welcomed by the markets, it may have
little impact in the long term. There
is already an excess supply of oil

Deutsche Bank shares
plummet to record lows
BY PAUL JOH

Following a lengthy investigation, the U.S. Securities and
Exchange Commission has filed
charges against hedge fund manager Leon Cooperman for insider
trading on behalf of himself and
his company Omega Advisors.
The alleged unlawful trading occurred in July 2010, after
Cooperman received word of an
asset sale by Atlas Pipeline Partners, a company in which he is a
majority shareholder. According
to Bloomberg News , this case is
potentially one of the biggest of its
kind since Steve Cohen and SAC
Capital Advisors. This claim is partially due to the fact that Cooperman has a longstanding reputation
in the financial industry and held a
position at Goldman Sachs for over
25 years before starting his own
successful firm.
According to litigation documents provided by the SEC,
Cooperman generated nearly $4
million in illicit profits after conducting trades based on material
information that were not available to the public, provided by
an Atlas Pipeline senior executive. The commission stated that
Cooperman misappropriated the
information he was given after
agreeing to keep the information
confident, leading the executive
to believe that there was no reason
to not share the news. The Omega
Advisors founder was able to access such sensitive intelligence
because of his significant investor
status with Atlas, both through his
company and personally.
Although such charges have the
potential to damage Cooperman’s
reputation as a Wall Street legend,
the charges are strictly civil. Even
if found guilty, the hedge fund

BUSINESS EDITOR

WWW.FINANCE.YAHOO.COM

Omega Advisors founder Cooperman was indicted for insider trading.
mogul does not have to worry
about facing criminal charges.
The consequences laid out by the
SEC are monetary and occupation
oriented, including civil monetary
penalties, return of illicit gains and
the ban of Cooperman as a director or officer of a securities trading
organization.
Evidence against the defendant
is laid out in court documents provided by the SEC.
According to the formal complaint, Cooperman sent an email
to an Omega advisor on the night
of July 27 stating, “When you get
in please check how much APL we
could buy to get to 9.9 percent...
depending on the trading level we
might add.”
It should be noted that this is
just below the 10 percent mark
that requires disclosure to the public and federal government. The
Elk City asset then sold for $682
million on the morning of July
28, causing Atlas Pipeline stock
to increase by 31 percent. Since
Cooperman engaged in purchasing securities on behalf of himself
and his clients through Omega
before the sale was announced to
the public, the SEC is condemning
any resulting profits as illicit and
undeserving.

The commission is also claiming that Cooperman failed to follow reporting regulations for information pertaining to securities
transactions of “publicly-traded
companies that he beneficially
owned.” As a result, the Omega
founder is considered to have
violated the above provisions of
federal securities regulations over
40 times.
Upon the release of this motion
by the SEC, Cooperman composed
a letter to investors addressing the
charges and defending his position
vehemently, denying any involvement in illegal activities.
In reference to his questionable trading activity, Cooperman
claims, “Our approximately eightyear investment in Atlas Pipeline
was based on fundamental research, rigorous analysis and insight–not inside information.”
He then went on to reassure
the recipients of his letter that top
legal professionals are handling
the situation and that Omega Advisors remains committed to their
clients’ best interests. He invites
investors to direct any inquiries to
his team, while conceding that he
will not be able to divulge all relevant information until the case is
addressed by his legal team.

in the markets, so cutting production is set to have a negligible effect. A report recently published by
the International Energy Agency
shows that there is enough production to last well into next year. Additionally, there was no pact made
with non-OPEC oil producers like
Russia, which implies that they
could keep pumping oil without
constraints.
The degree of uncertainty as to
how much oil each country should
produce mounts additional pressure on OPEC. Experts hope to get
the answer during the next meeting, which is set to take place in Vienna on Nov. 30.

Deutsche Bank has been the
latest bank to have settlement
talks with the U.S. Department of
Justice over pre-crisis mortgagerelated probes.
Following the announcement
of the DOJ’s $14 billion settlement
offer, the bank’s shares tumbled to
a record low, as investors worried
that Germany’s largest lender will
barely make do with its thin capital position. If Deutsche Bank fails
to reach a negotiation with the
DOJ, the bank could possibly end
up paying for a settlement value
worth nearly as much as its entire
market capitalization.
In response to its meltdown,
the bank reported that it had “no
intention to settle these potential
civil claims anywhere near the
opening position of $14 billion.”
News of the DOJ’s proposal comes
as a major blow to the bank, which
has been struggling to resolve its
mounting legal issues over the
past few years. In a recent case,
two of the firm’s ex-traders faced
allegations for manipulating the
London Interbank Offered Rate.
The probe mostly looked into traders, who made “false and fraudulent LIBOR contributions” that
tipped the rates in the bank’s favor.
LIBOR is the benchmark interest rate that many of the world’s
leading banks charge for shortterm loans to one another. As part
of the settlement, Deutsche Bank
paid fines up to $1 billion in 2013
and $2.5 billion in 2015.
German Chancellor Angela
Merkel weighed in on the issue, saying that the government
will not bailout Deutsche Bank
with taxpayer money in fears of a

public outcry.
Europe’s ongoing banking crisis has been worsening as low and
negative interest rates continue
to chip away profits from its major banks. Merkel, who has been
bashed for her recent refugee policy, has been struggling to maintain the people’s confidence as she
heads into a crucial re-election
next year.
In the case of a higher-thanexpected settlement, Deutsche
Bank, which only has $5 billion set
aside for litigation costs, will need
to urgently raise capital. The bank
has cut unprofitable operations
and eliminated thousands of jobs
to conserve capital. On Sept. 28,
the German lender agreed to sell
its insurance business Abbey Life
Assurance Co., to Phoenix Group
for 935 million pounds, or $1.2
billion. Deutsche Bank will book
a pre-tax loss of 800 million euros
from the sale.
Over the past couple of weeks,
derivatives traders were busy filling orders from investors seeking
to protect their holdings in the
bank. Credit default swaps totaling
$850 million of the German bank’s
debt changed hands in the week
that ended Sept. 23. According
to data compiled by Bloomberg,
Deutsche Bank holds $3.9 billion
of CDS outstanding, the most for
any bank.
While some have compared the
current Deutsche Bank situation
to the Lehman Brothers crisis in
2008, it is important to note that,
unlike Lehman Brothers, the German bank does have the option to
resolve its crisis on its own. Shares
of the German bank surged 14 percent amid reports of a lower DOJ
settlement in the week that ended
Sept. 30.
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Arts & Style
Defiance chronicles largest armed resistance of Jews by Jews
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Adolf Hitler and his invading forces first appeared in grainy
black-and-white footage. Women
were dragged by their hair, firing
squads unloaded on villagers and
Nazi soldiers corralled human beings like helpless animals. The visuals then sharpened into focus,
color gradually emerged and the
audience was transported to Belorussia circa 1941.
Zus Bielski and his younger
brothers Asael and Aron were
played by Liev Schreibel, Jamie
Bell and George MacKay, respectively. Upon seeing their parents’
lifeless bodies, they retreated into
the forest, and after being reunited
with their eldest brother Tuvia,
played by Daniel Craig, Aron found
a number of Jewish refugees also
hiding along with hundreds of bodies piled up in trenches. Zus reluctantly agreed to provide shelter and
food for them, though the signs of a
schism were clear.
Tuvia, after he exacted revenge
on the officer who murdered his
parents, accepted more and more
refugees to the camp. With limited
means to protect them, the eldest
brothers led raids against German
officers for munitions, but suffered casualties as well. Frustration among the survivors grew, but
Tuvia rallied everyone together
through their shared humanity.
“And if we should die, trying to
live, then at least we died like human beings,” he said before he
hugged Aron.
Tuvia convinced Zus to spare a
milkman’s life after stealing milk

OMER SEMAN | THE TICKER

After the Baruch Performing Arts Center’s screening of Deﬁance, there was a Q&A session with Aron Bielski who shared his story.
ordered by the Gestapo, but tension between the brothers grew
further once the milkman alerted
the German officers. Forced to relocate once again, Zus was pushed
over the edge as Tuvia planned to
liberate an entire town. They came
to blows and Zus had enough;
he and a handful of others split
from the camp to join the Soviet
partisans, a guerilla faction of the
Red Army.
The townsfolk ripped off their
yellow badges as they escaped from
Nazi occupation. Once safely in the
forest, Tuvia mounted a white stallion and delivered a stirring speech
to the collective. He assured them
protection, a community and some
semblance of normalcy. A child
asked, “He is a Jew?” shocked that
natural leadership and charisma
could be found in such dark times.
A montage showed women learning how to fire weapons along-

side men, people taking on roles
as nurses, seamstresses, chefs
and teachers and concluded with
Asael’s wedding.
The ceremony was juxtaposed
with the first sighting of Zus staging an ambush on Nazis with the
Soviet partisans. Machine guns and
“Mazel Tov!” pained groans and jubilant laughter began to blend as
the camera blinked between the
simultaneous events.
Cut to December 1941 and the
morale of the camp was as low as
the temperature in their huts. Illness spread across the camp and
Tuvia was forced to partner with
Zus in a raid of a police station for
medicine.
Tuvia, a liability because of his
illness, was relegated to waiting in
a truck while Zus and his militia
stormed the building. Bullets began to fly and Defiance transitioned
into a chaotic, blurry scene. Zus

Hulu film explores The Beatles’ history
BY LUIS LUCERO
STAFF WRITER

With many classic rock ‘n’ roll
artists approaching the twilight
years of their careers, a few are finally opting to tell their life stories
either through autobiographies
or full-blown documentaries on
television and film. While several
legendary bands, like Rush, the
Eagles and Genesis, have released
feature-length documentaries to
massive fanfare from fans and critics, one interesting hold out is from
a band that could have easily set
the standard for rock documentaries—The Beatles.
Aside from their overall story
being regurgitated repeatedly in
various mediums other than film
and television, the fact that there
are only two surviving members of
the band hinders the possibility of
such a standard.
Academy Award-winning director and longtime Beatles fan
Ron Howard knew this when he
decided to tackle the Fab Four in a
new Hulu-exclusive documentary,
Eight Days A Week: The Touring
Years. Rather than talk about the
band’s history in general, he decided to cover one specific era of
The Beatles that is hardly touched
upon—their all-too-brief touring
era from 1962 to 1966.
Howard takes viewers on a
journey into one of the pivotal
moments of modern pop culture,
starting with their early days playing at the Cavern Nightclub in their
native Liverpool, England in 1962
and ending at their last-ever public
show at San Francisco’s Candlestick Park in 1966. Throughout the
movie, the target audience seemed
to be millennials who may inexplicably be unfamiliar with the band,
their music and its impact on pop
culture. If the viewer is all-toofamiliar with The Beatles, how-

ever, there is still something for the
longtime fan to enjoy in Eight Days
A Week.
While many images from the
touring years are ingrained into
the public’s consciousness, there is
still a lot of never-before-seen footage that appears in the film. One
notable inclusion is long-forgotten
film footage from their legendary
gigs in New York’s Shea Stadium
in 1965 and 1966, one of the first
rock concerts to be held in a major
league sports stadium.
The two surviving members of
The Beatles, Sir Paul McCartney
and Ringo Starr, contributed new
interviews for Howard, recollecting those wild tales from the road.
Instead of a retelling of the past
for historical purposes, the stories
came off as casually remembering the good old days in a manner
akin to a meeting between friends.
Additional archival footage of
late members John Lennon and
George Harrison also add a new
layer to the retrospective.
Since the movie was co-produced by Apple Corps, The Beatles’
official private company, no mention of misbehaviors or creative
differences ever come to light. Save
for the infamous “more popular
than Jesus” quote from Lennon
and the stateside controversy that
it spawned, hardly any negative elements from both this period and
after are acknowledged. If there
is one element of The Beatles that
is as well-known as their musical
achievements, it is their highly acrimonious break up that still leaves
people wondering what exactly
went wrong.
Several names, like original
bassist Stu Sutcliffe and original
drummer Pete Best, both of whom
left the band shortly before the
film’s time period, are hardly mentioned. The death of their beloved
manager Brian Epstein shortly

after going off the road for good
in 1966 is also glossed over completely. The tumultuous personal
lives of the four members are also
brushed under the rug.
With the scars and fallout from
the break up and other personal
woes during The Beatles’ run still
ringing with McCartney and Starr,
the decision to focus only on their
early years of fame on the road
made for a much more optimistic
look at the band that matches the
tune of the upbeat greatest hits
soundtrack that dominates over
the movie.
For all the memories involving
the music and shows, the most surprising anecdote that McCartney
and Starr gave had nothing to do
with artistry, but rather with politics. Specifically, it was about one
show at the Gator Bowl Stadium in
Jacksonville, Florida during their
first U.S. tour in 1964. When the
band discovered that it was to play
before a racially segregated audience, they refused to take stage unless the venue abolished its segregation policy.
Considering that the U.S. Civil
Rights Movement was rapidly
gaining momentum at that time,
the support of the biggest music
act at that time, a non-American
act no less, gave the movement a
huge boost in credibility.
Whether or not this becomes
the de facto documentary about
The Beatles remains to be seen. As
it is, Eight Days A Week: The Touring Years is a satisfyingly refreshing
look at the band’s history.
If the documentary is not
enough to sate the public’s neverending appetite for Beatlemania,
the band’s long-out-of-print 1977
live album, Live at the Hollywood
Bowl has recently been digitally remastered and expanded for a long
overdue reissue as the movie’s audio companion.

was the lone survivor, but Tuvia’s
illness became worse.
An unruly member of the camp
challenged Tuvia’s leadership and
claimed he was no longer fit to be
commander. Tuvia reasserted his
role and shot the insubordinate villager and ordered him to be buried.
He then, with his pistol still raised,
declared law and order and began
to resemble the very autocrats his
people were fighting.
The Soviet partisans were ordered to retreat as intelligence
alerted them of an approaching
Nazi battalion. Zus asked his superior for permission to stay and defend their position because Tuvia’s
camp was nearby, but was told to
follow orders. Aron and the patrol
discovered a German soldier and
those in the camp pounced. They
pummeled their oppressor and
yelled the names of loved ones lost
with each strike.

His presence meant more were
likely nearby, so Tuvia planned
to move the camp the next day
which happened to be Passover.
While he discussed this with his
lieutenant, Swastika-branded aircrafts passed overhead. Within
seconds, the Luftwaffe rained devastation from the sky. The encampment was bombarded and Tuvia
was shell-shocked.
It was Asael’s turn to inspire
hope in the survivors as they were
sandwiched between advancing
infantry units and a waist-deep
marsh. Linked by belts and ropes,
they channeled their ancestral perseverance and marched through
the murky waters. Just as they had
a brief respite, a tank rolled in
with another platoon of German
soldiers. Casualties mounted and
Tuvia was pinned down with zero
hope left when Zus and his rebelling forces cleared the field of Nazis
and joined his brothers for good.
The ending credits informed
us that over 1,200 Jews survived in
their camp and their descendants
number in the thousands. Alan returned to the stage accompanied
by his father Aron “Bielski” Bell
and answered questions from the
audience.
When asked how old he is, he
quickly replied “60.” He is really
90 years old. One of those descendants was actually in the audience
and personally thanked Aron and
his family. One of his last remarks
reflected on trying to move on from
the atrocities he survived. “Toughest time of my life was when the
war was over...lost friends...parents...but you have to live again.”

Radio City hosts Yankovic
BY LUIS LUCERO
STAFF WRITER

On the heels of his first ever
number one album Mandatory Fun, “Weird Al” Yankovic is
back on the road and recently finished his lengthy world tour with
a stop in New York’s Radio City
Music Hall.
With his albums and music
videos packed to the brim with
absurd and exaggerated lyrics
and imagery, fans are left to wonder how his music could translate
into a live show. Yankovic gave
the sold out theater a simple answer: amplify it to an equally excessive degree.
The sold-out show kicked off
with a live video feed of Yankovic
entering the theater from off the
street and mingling with fans as
he walked up the aisle to the stage
while performing a track from the
new album, a parody of Pharrell
Williams’ “Happy.”
For the first three songs, the
show moved along about as normally as any of his shows could,
with two more selections from the
new album.
Then the venue went dark and
various clips from classic Yankovic
skits and music videos, as well
as cameo appearances in various movies and television shows
played for a few minutes. While
the clips played, he and his backing band dressed up into increasingly elaborate costumes that augmented both the lyrical content of
the songs and lampooned whichever artist happened to be on the
receiving end.
Whether it was a Lady Gagainspired octopus costume, a stoic
Amish citizen or an accurate recreation of Ewan McGregor’s ObiWan Kenobi costume, Yankovic
and his band fully relished the
moment throughout many of the

songs.
A healthy dose of the new material was performed during the
show, with half of the album making the cut, including the new
obligatory polka medley of recent
hit pop singles. As always, many
classic parodies made their way to
the set list, with the Michael Jackson parodies receiving the loudest
applause.
Halfway through, the show
took a surprisingly emotional note
during two of the songs. The very
same night of the show, Nirvana’s
Nevermind and the Red Hot Chili
Peppers’ Blood Sugar Sex Magik
both celebrated their 25th anniversaries respectively.
When Yankovic busted out the
respective parodies of both albums’ lead singles, it was both a
funny sendup and a poignant reminder of both albums’ legacies.
Near the end of the show, the band
huddled together with acoustic
guitars, a small piano and a simple
snare drum to perform rearranged
versions of his classic parodies
from his first three albums.
Rather than simply taking the
existing arrangements and transcribing them for acoustic instruments, the band took the existing
lyrics and set them to an almost
smooth jazz-like arrangement.
The end result is a neat surprise to
the ears.
The biggest surprise came at
the very end during the last encore of “Yoda.” While leading the
audience into a call and answer
moment with the lead chorus,
Yankovic invited In the Heights
and Hamilton mastermind LinnManuel Miranda onto the stage for
a very brief moment to recite the
said chorus.
Unexpected as it was, it was
nice to see a universally acclaimed
Tony-winning artist indulge with
an artist as off key as Yankovic.

PAGE 12 I THE TICKER ARTS & STYLE

OCTOBER 3, 2016

Women and minorities take larger part in fall Broadway season
BY MAXIM IBADOV
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The 2015-16 Broadway season
is expected to go down in history.
Not only was it the most successful
season with the biggest gross and
attendance, it was a perfect example of what it means to truly embrace diversity.
The shows from the past season represented minorities of all
beliefs, physical features, races
and sexualities. This culminated
at the 2016 Tony Awards, where
all musical acting awards went to
minorities and the biggest prizes
were grabbed by shows with nonwhite casts—The Color Purple and
Hamilton for the Best Revival and
Best Musical, respectively. It was
a season of joy, celebration and
acceptance that sent a strong political statement: we are better when
we are united by art, not divided
by walls.
While the spring season is still
far away and may be full of surprises, the fall season is settled in. The
most diverse show of the season
will be delivered by the cast members of Cats. A revival of Andrew
Lloyd Webber’s smash hit about
the life of cats, based on the poems
by T.S. Elliot, still sparks arguments
in the thespian community as to
whether this show really needed
a comeback. Nevertheless, Cats is
a mammoth among the musicals,
whose original run raised several
generations of theatergoers and
theater-makers.
Cats’ cast is led by British pop
singer Leona Lewis, who takes
on the iconic role of lonely cat
Grizabella, famous for her hit
tune “Memory.” Nevertheless, the
announcement of Lewis’ October departure from the show was
met with cheers from experienced
theatergoers.
One of the most anticipated

productions of the season is Les
Liaisons Dangereuses, an adaptation of the 1782 French novel about
sex as a weapon of power, fear,
humiliation and degradation. The
current production of this erotic
thriller is a transfer from London,
where it enjoyed a triumphant
sold-out run. The adaptation stars
Tony Award winners Janet McTeer
and Liev Schreiber.
The modern adaptations of Anton Chekhov’s The Present and The
Cherry Orchard are a double treat to
the audience. The Present is based
on Chekhov’s posthumous play
“Platonov,” which deals with the
problems of unsolved relationships
and their toxic consequences. Set
in Russia during the 1990s, this production marks a Broadway debut of
two-time Academy Award winner
Cate Blanchett, whose arrival at The
Great White Way is much overdue
and highly anticipated.
Produced by the Roundabout
Theater Company, The Cherry Orchard is Chekhov’s magnum opus.
Revolving around an aristocratic
family losing its estate, the production was adapted by 2016 Best Play
winner and author of The Humans,
Steven Karam. The adaption stars
Academy Award nominee Diane
Lane in an iconic role of an aristocratic diva Lyubov Ranevskaya,
along with the legendary Tony and
Oscar winner Joel Grey.
This fall, Russian literature prevails in both drama and musicals.
The adaptation of Leo Tolstoy’s
War and Peace, titled Natasha,
Pierre and the Great Comet of 1812,
concentrates on a love triangle
that the main character from Tolstoy’s epic work is involved in. After
having a successful run off-Broadway, this production will welcome
pop singer Josh Groban in his
Broadway debut.
Following a successful offBroadway run, Dear Evan Hansen
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After minorities dominated the 2016 Tony Awards, Broadway welcomes the fall season with new shows and high expectations.
is scheduled to land on Broadway.
A heartbreaking and bittersweet
portrayal of a lonely teenager who
gets involved in another family’s
tragedy, the musical stars Pitch Perfect’s Ben Platt in the title role. The
show resonated with the audiences
and critics, putting in on the path to
become the next Broadway classic
and dominate the award season.
Broadway will never be Broadway without musical adaptations
of cult movies. This fall, audiences
will get the chance to see two such
shows. Roundabout Theater Company’s production of Holiday Inn
is an adaptation of the 1942 classical Hollywood movie of the same
title, starring Bing Crosby and Fred
Astaire. This new musical combines
all the best that Golden Hollywood
and Broadway have to offer—a
memorable score, typical choreography and impressive scenery.
While Holiday Inn is a depiction of high-class chic life, A Bronx
Tale is another movie-to-stage ad-

aptation of this season, depicting
a completely polarized lifestyle
and social class status. Based on
the 1993 Robert De Niro movie, A
Bronx Tale is a true New York story about a young Italian teenager
who decides to explore adult life.
De Niro reprises his role as the director, marking his theatrical directing debut.
This fall, Broadway will also welcome an a capella show, In Transit,
which talks about the Metropolitan
Transit Authority and the everyday
interactions that shape our lives
without us even realizing it.
Dealing with the issue of shaping our lives and views, it is hard
to forget that Election Day is approaching and there has to be a
show that at least vaguely references the current political chaos.
The Front Page is a play that ridicules sensational journalism and
stars Broadway veterans, including
Nathan Lane, Jefferson Mays and
John Goodman, making up a cast

of 20. Although this production is
a revival of the 1928 play, it focuses
on the modern media and how its
narrative power shapes the views
and conversations that people have
about current events.
There is a great catalogue of
Broadway’s upcoming shows and
many of them will have a strong
message. There is a clear lack of
racial and social representation in
the media. The upcoming season
provides more opportunities for
women and minorities to play secondary roles. However, the level
of inclusion, though progressive,
is simply not enough. In the era of
“Oscars So White,” it is important
that Broadway does not sink back
into the White Boys’ Club.
Broadway should continue to
pave the way for a new generation
of stories that follow the example
of Hamilton and depict the idea
of what Hollywood and the world
strives to be—diverse, tolerant
and inclusive.

Masterminds falls short on humor despite combined comedic talent
REEL REVIEWS

BENJAMIN WALLIN
There is a joke popular among
children that goes as follows:
“Knock knock.” “Who’s there?”
“Banana.” “Banana who?” “Knock
knock.” The same lines get repeated again and again until the joketeller replaces banana with orange.
“Orange who?” “Orange you glad
I didn’t say banana?” The joke is
repetitive, irritating and when the
punch-line lands, unfunny. Masterminds is its movie equivalent.
Surprisingly, the movie is based
on a true story. In 1997, the recently
formed Loomis Fargo was robbed
of approximately $17 million from
its vault. As the armored van drove
away with the bank’s money, it was
revealed that it was actually a bank
robbery. Zach Galifianakis plays
David Ghantt, the Loomis Fargo security guard who stole the money.
Despite the movie being based
on a true story, the motivation behind the bank robbery feels trite.
Kristen Wiig plays a watered-down
femme fatale—she leads Ghantt
on and convinces him to commit a
robbery for her. Ghantt is too kind
of a person for her cruel tricks and
she begins to regret her actions
as romance ensues. None of the
events feel unexpected or particularly meaningful.
Though Ghantt is being led on
by Wiig’s character, he is engaged
to another woman, played by Kate
McKinnon. She is one of the few
glimmers of humor in this relent-

lessly unfunny mess. Though her
character is unoriginal, seemingly
scrapped together from McKinnon’s portrayal of Hillary Clinton
on Saturday Night Live, her words
feel more energetic than the rest of
the jokes in Masterminds. Her dry
humor deadpan is a delight.
The faults of this movie lay in its
unoriginality and repetitive style.
A large majority of the jokes are
based on the concept of setting
up an expectation, then breaking
that expectation for humorous effect. This tool of comedy is effective when used sparingly. However,
when used in excess, the punchline
becomes too easy to predict.
There is also an uncomfortable
overuse of montage humor. Any
time characters are doing something that could take longer than a
few minutes, the scene turns turns
into quick cuts showing Ghantt’s
repeated failed actions. These
montages grab the audience by the
shoulders and say, “Please laugh.
Please.” The movie adapts a heist
comedy genre. This offers the opportunity for intricate plans and
impressive cast ensembles.
Masterminds succeeds at providing a list of well-known comedy
actors. Unfortunately, the comedy
part falls flat. There is no real cleverness to the film, which relishes
the opportunity to show characters
making mistakes as if the film was
a YouTube compilation of “Epic
Fails!” Zach Galifianakis’ presence necessitates the inclusion of
jokes about how he is too fat to fit
through a small opening. The heist
itself only takes up the first act of
the movie, as the rest of the story
is about Ghantt’s run from the law
and his friends.
Owen Wilson plays the heist’s
mastermind, going by the moniker
of Geppetto. Geppetto sends a contract killer after Ghantt, which sets
up some of the funniest moments

WWW.YOUTUBE.COM

Based on a true story, Masterminds follows a night guard who organizes one of the biggest bank heists in U.S. history.
Masterminds has to offer. Geppetto
and his wife demonstrate why the
robbery was nicknamed the “Hillbilly Heist,” with their overabundant spending on a garish velvet
portrait of Elvis Presley, a McMansion and a sedan with monster
truck wheels, among other things.
The two also demonstrate their
affluence by getting braces for
their teeth. Earlier in the movie,
Ghantt’s pickup truck is seen with a
wood panel in place of a door. The
thieves are written as North Carolinian yokels.
Stories from the real life heist
show that it was a faithful adaptation. The group miscalculated how
much space the money in the vault
would take up and ended up leaving behind $3 million in singles and

five dollar bills. Steve Chambers,
the real life Geppetto, moved with
his wife into a large mansion within
the vicinity of the robbery. At first,
the FBI dismissed the possibility of
their involvement because of how
unlikely it would be that people involved in the robbery would stay so
close to the scene of the crime.
The second act of the movie introduces the FBI, and with them,
another one of the few humorous
elements—Leslie Jones as a law enforcement officer. She brings liveliness and comedy to her character,
making the movie a little more
bearable for the brief moments she
is on screen. With so many popular
comedy actors, it is surprising that
so few are actually entertaining.
This kind of surprise is the rea-

son why the movie disappoints
its viewers. There is a lot of potential being unnecessarily squandered, resulting in what is really
just a waste of time. The movie
utterly failed in making it all come
together.
Regardless of any expectations
of poor filmmaking, it is still disappointing to see wasted potential.
There are some movies which succeed in being entertaining while
being short of greatness. There
are movies like Mission: Impossible,
which audiences can walk out of
knowing that it was a well-spent
couple of hours. Masterminds is not
a good way to spend any amount
of time. It bores and fails to entertain. Like a knock-knock joke about
a banana.
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Science & Technology
Chromium 6 discovered in water supply of 200 million people
BY YELENA DZHANOVA
OPINIONS EDITOR

The Environmental Working
Group has discovered heavy traces
of chromium 6 in drinking water
across all 50 states. Up to 200 million U.S. citizens could be impacted
by the presence of chromium 6, a
highly carcinogenic metal.
Although 200 million citizens
are potentially exposed to hazardous levels of this agent in their
drinking water, up to 12,000 people
could contract cancer from drinking the affected water, according to
Dr. David Andrews and Bill Walker,
co-authors of the report released by
the EWG.
The highest concentration of
chromium 6 in drinking water was
found in Phoenix, Arizona. The
contamination has spread to all
states, yet the country still lacks
a national standard for the presence of the chemical in its drinking
water.
In response to the dilemma, Andrews says that, “part of the reason
behind writing this report is really
highlighting how our regulatory
system is broken—in its ability to
incorporate new science, and its
ability to publish and update drinking water standards.”
The National Toxicology Program has conducted several studies about the effects of various
dosages of chromium 6 on lab rats.
Those that received heavy doses
of the metal developed cancerous
tumors. Other studies have concluded that even in small doses,
chromium 6 can lead to the development of cancer in human beings.
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Chromium 6, a highly carcinogenic metal, has been discovered in the drinking water of 200 million U.S. residentes.
Although toxic upon consumption, the metal has been found to be
of some use for a variety of needs,
including chrome-plating and pigmentation processes. The electric
power industry, however, releases
the greatest amount of chromium 6
into the environment.
Up to a quarter of the total
amount of chromium 6 that is
spread into the atmosphere comes
from the electric power industry.
The chemical can also be found in
coal-burning power plants in high
concentrations.
Studies have been orchestrated
in all 50 states, most notably in California and Oklahoma. In Califor-

nia, Andrews and Walker indicated
that the public health consumption
level for drinking water with hints
of chromium 6 should be 0.02 parts
per billion.
After extensive and persistent
lobbying by numerous industries,
however, the limit rose by 500 times
its original health level in California. In Oklahoma, the presence of
chromium 6 in tap water has been
tested to be over 600 times the permissible limit. The city of Oklahoma was ranked as the fourth worst
city in the United States, as determined by concentration of the carcinogenic metal.
The report also stated that “nei-

ther New Jersey nor North Carolina
has set a legal limit for chromium
6 in tap water. In both states, scientists’ health-based recommendations were at odds with the decisionwws of politically appointed
regulators.”
These thorough tests, in addition to a petition in circulation,
have prompted the Environmental
Protection Agency to add chromium 6 to the list of chemicals
that require government regulation prior to human consumption
or direct involvement. The EPA is
also required to review the list every five years for basic comprehensiveness. Since the ratification of

the 1996 Safe Drinking Water Act,
amendments have been passed
and the EPA added 81 potential
contaminants to the list to be carefully monitored and regulated by
industries and facilities.
Around 25 years ago, environmentalist and activist Erin Brockovich confronted a defense attorney
for a major capital that had been
accused of heavy pollution.
The carcinogenic chemical
chromium 6 had been found in
the local tap water in Hinkley,
California. The chemical had been
linked to tumors and other defects
at the time.
Despite the high concentration of chromium 6 found by the
study and its strong associations
with cancer, the EPA may still be
at a loss regarding the contamination issue in the future. There are
additional studies that are still being conducted by private industryfunded firms, such as ToxStrategies. According to the report, the
firm “argues that the EPA’s current
legal limit for total chromium—100
parts per billion, with no separate
limit on chromium 6—is adequate
to protect public health.”
The firm also makes the point
that the EPA is wrong in directly
linking excess chromium 6 to the
development of cancer. ToxStrategies indicates that the number of
cells increases dramatically, which
has not yet been verified to lead directly to tumors of any kind.
If the EPA accepts the precedent
that has been proposed by ToxStrategies, however, the levels of
chromium 6 may remain unregulated in the nation’s water systems.

Last-chance tourism creates paradox for environmental tourists
MAYA YEGOROVA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Many travelers have recently
added another site to visit to their
bucket list: Australia’s renowned
Great Barrier Reef. Their motivation behind wanting to see this
landmark stems from the wish to
“see it before it is gone,” a notion
now recognized as “last-chance
tourism.”
Last-chance tourism is a phenomenon that has risen in recent
years and is a thriving industry.
Anna Piggot-McKellar and Karen
McNamara from The University
of Queensland define last-chance
tourism as a “niche tourism market
focused on witnessing and experiencing a place before it disappears.”
In simpler terms, it describes
people who hope to see a location that is facing extinction or is
near death before it dematerializes
completely. This description is applicable to the Arctic, the Galapagos Islands, the Ilulissat Icefjord
in Greenland and Glacier Bay in
North America. For many, however, Australia’s Great Barrier Reef is
at the top of the list.
The Great Barrier Reef is the
biggest living coral reef environment on Earth, spanning an extensive 2,300 kilometers from north of
Bundaberg to above Queensland.
The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park
was established in 1975 and is overseen by the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority.
The Great Barrier Reef is a rare
ecological community that is home
to over 400 species of hard coral,
150 species of soft coral, 1,625 species of fish and 30 species of whales
and dolphins. The area also encompasses mangroves, seagrass
meadows and over 1,000 islands.
However, the reef faces numerous
perils, with the challenges consisting of coastal expansion, agricul-
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The Great Barrier Reef is home to an ecological community of 400 species of hard coral, 150 species of soft coral, 1,625 species of ﬁsh and 30 species of whales and dolphins.
tural draining, tourism and global
climate change. Coral cover has
diminished in the past 40 years.
The increase in sea levels and lower
water conditions have harmed the
Great Barrier Reef, leading to concerns about its destruction.
Tourism on the Great Barrier
Reef is vital to Australia’s economy,
contributing to 1.9 million collective visitors days in 2013 and 65,000
careers. Some industry observers fear that while the reef’s decay
would be responsible for bringing
in more visitors over a short duration of time, it could bring ill effects
in the long term. With this information in mind, Piggot-McKellar and
McNamara conducted a study that
was split into several parts.
Polling 235 tourists at the Great

Barrier Reef, the scientists first
asked questions about the tourists’
age, gender, employment, education, excursions on the reef and
the duration of their vacations.
Tourists then answered questions
to measure their degree of worry
over the disintegration of the Great
Barrier Reef. The analysis revealed
that most travelers were female and
hailed from Queensland, Victoria
and New South Wales. Many were
couples, but others were exploring
with friends. Of the respondents,
around 68 percent said that their
viewpoint on the Great Barrier Reef
was influenced by the internet.
Many had received a diploma or a
bachelor’s degree and their main
purpose for traveling was to discover new places.

The two scientists concluded
that last-chance tourists were primarily older women who were well
informed about the environment.
On a scale of one to four, the tourists’ unease about the future of
the Great Barrier Reef was a 2.82,
which is compatible to just beneath
very concerned. Just under 70 percent of tourists expressed a strong
motivation to see the reef “before
it’s gone.” Participants showed
concerned about the deterioration of the reef, coral bleaching,
coral viruses and global warming,
while expressing only little to average concern toward tourism on the
Great Barrier Reef.
The paradox behind last-chance
tourism is that carbon emissions
and population force associated

with traveling will further damage the already-crumbling site. A
traveler’s journey releases emissions that provoke changing temperatures. Piggot-McKellar’s and
McNamara’s examination demonstrated that voyagers do not associate their travel to the Great Barrier
Reef with its destruction.
The Australian investigation
stated that vacationers display a
lack of awareness regarding their
effect on the area they are visiting. The researchers proposed that
travelers have an inadequate grasp
of the consequences they have on
the area they are visiting. The Journal of Sustainable Tourism suggests
that by visiting a last-chance destination, tourists could be harming
it more.
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Battlefield 1, PlayStation VR headset among October releases
LUIS LUCERO
STAFF WRITER

As the video game industry
gradually gears up for the busy
Christmas season, developers are
releasing their best titles at a much
faster pace. Several games are slated to come out and dazzle the industry in the month of October.
Throughout 2016, support for
Nintendo’s Wii U console has dramatically decreased, with the sale
numbers going ever further down
the moment Nintendo announced
that it was working on a new console, the NX. The last major Nintendo release on the Wii U was the
latest installment of its Paper Mario RPG series, Paper Mario: Color
Splash. As with the previous installment, Sticker Star, this new game
sees the series move further away
from its traditional role-playing
game roots and move on into other
types of gameplay styles, namely
the sticker-based combat mechanics of its last game. The first Wii U
title of the series is slated to be released on Oct. 7.
Video games based on major
movie licenses have had a very
hit-or-miss track record in terms of
quality. Friday the 13th: The Game,
inspired by the classic horror film
franchise Friday the 13th, has yet
to prove on which side it stands.
First appearing on Kickstarter in
2015, social media hype pushed it
to quickly surpass its goal.
Based in a semi-open world
map, the game is an eight-player
survival horror game set in the
fictional camp called Crystal Lake
during the events of Friday the
13th. Seven players take control
of teenage camp counselors who
have to survive the entire night
without getting brutally murdered
by the series’ long running antagonist Jason Voorhees. One player
takes control of Voorhees and goes

on a killing spree throughout the
camp. With his heightened senses
and an added teleportation ability, anybody taking control of him
automatically has the upper hand.
This, however, does not mean that
Voorhees is completely invincible.
When playing as counselors, the
game encourages teamwork and
planning as the sole method of
defeating Voorhees. If all the counselors are killed, all of the highlights are presented in a homage
to vintage horror movie trailers
from the 1980s. Augmenting the
tone and gore of the game is a new
soundtrack from longtime film series composer, Harry Manfredini,
and the appearance of Kane Hodder, a stuntman who played Jason
Voorhees in several films of the
Friday the 13th series. Hodder will
reprise his role in the game via motion capture.
While a release date has not
been set yet, developers have announced that this game will be released sometime within the month.
The next main installment in the
Battlefield series is finally arriving
after three years. This time around,
however, Electronic Arts and its
Swedish studio EA DICE are taking
things in a slightly different direction. While previous games have
taken place in various time periods,
including the future, this latest installment sees the franchise travel
all the way back to World War I.
While not much information
about the single player campaign’s
storyline has been disclosed, it has
been confirmed that major battles
from the war will be the settings
for pivotal missions. Multiple map
pathways and open world environments have also been confirmed for
the campaign. In keeping with the
overall theme of the game, weaponry from that era, such as mustard
gas, bolt action rifles and artillery,
have been confirmed for the game,
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Paper Mario: Color Splash marks a colorful return to the Paper Mario series for Nintendo, with the game releasing on Oct. 7.
as well as a wide variety of the period’s machine guns. A wide selection of weapons, including swords,
trench clubs and shovels, is available at the player’s disposal. The
multiplayer mode will include nine
initial maps in regions like Arabia,
the Western Front and the Alps,
and will support up to 64 players in
a single open match. Six modes of
gameplay will be offered, including
conquest, domination, operations,
rush, team deathmatch and war
pigeons, with the last mode seeing
the player securing carrier pigeons
and using them to call an artillery
strike against the enemy forces.
After a successful public beta run

Sedentary lifestyle boosts mortality rates
BY JONATHAN SPERLING
NEWS EDITOR

Living a sedentary lifestyle is responsible for 4 percent of all-cause
mortality worldwide, a recent study
published in the American Journal
of Preventive Medicine claims.
Researchers from San Jorge
University in Zaragoza, Spain began gathering data for the study
in November 2015, analyzing surveys on sitting time collected from
54 countries, with a sample size
of over one billion people, representing approximately 25 percent
of the world’s total population in
2005. The surveys were conducted
between 2002 and 2011. The researchers also analyzed national
statistics within life tables, measuring life expectancy and population size.
After analyzing the data sets,
researchers determined that individuals who did not sit for more
than three hours per day experience a gain in life expectancy
when compared to their sedentary
counterparts, who experienced a
greater chance of all-cause mortality, which refers to deaths that occur through any means.
“It is important to minimize
sedentary behavior in order to
prevent premature deaths around
the world,” Leandro Rezende,
the study’s lead author, said in
a statement to the Information
and Scientific News Service. “Cutting down on the amount of time
we sit could increase life expectancy by 0.20 years in the countries
analyzed.”
Time spent sitting was the
cause of 3.8 percent of deaths
across 54 different countries, with
countries from the American,
Eastern Mediterranean, European, Southeast Asian and Western
Pacific regions having the highest number of all-cause mortality
cases resulting from sitting.

back in August, the game is slated
to be released on Oct. 21.
However, the biggest event of
the month is not a game at all. The
PlayStation VR is the newest installment of the PlayStation line of
hardware and Sony Computer Entertainment’s first ever venture into
virtual reality. Though the project
was announced to the public last
September, the PSVR itself was in
development since 2011.
While Sony is marketing it as a
separate device, the VR headset is
actually an accessory for the PlayStation 4. The headset itself, which
is controlled with either the DualShock 4 or the PS Move motion

Peer influence impacts
perceived drunkenness
BY VICTORIA MERLINO
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR
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Living a sedentary lifestyle can negatively impact one’s health and wellness.
The findings are concurrent
with an epidemic of physical
inactivity that is afflicting a significant portion of the global population. According to a study published in The Lancet in July 2012,
approximately 31 percent of the
world’s population, ages 15 years
or older, does not meet current
physical activity recommendations. This statistic increases to 80
percent when looking at individuals aged 13 to 15.
Although physical activity is
important to living a long life,
the effect of moderate to vigorous physical activity on extending
life span is not as effective when
coupled with excessive time spent
sitting. A study published in PLOS
One in November 2013 found that
for every hour after seven hours
spent sitting, an individual’s risk
of all-cause mortality increased by
5 percent, regardless of one’s level
of exercise.
Across the analyzed countries,
individuals were found to sit an average of 4.7 hours per day. Toward
the higher end of the spectrum, individuals in Western Pacific countries were found to be sedentary

an average of 6.2 hours a day. More
than 61 percent of individuals in
American countries were found to
be sedentary for more than three
hours a day, compared to nearly 65
percent of people in Western Pacific countries.
However, even sitting for more
than three hours per day was
found to be responsible for an estimated 433,000 deaths. In the United States alone, not sitting for more
than three hours a day would save
over 100,000 lives.
If one were to reduce his or her
time spent sitting each day by 30
minutes, all-cause mortality rates
would decrease by 0.6 percent. Allcause mortality would decrease
by triple that number if time spent
sitting was reduced by two hours
each day.
The amount of time a society
spends excessively sitting depends
on a variety of factors, including a
society’s current economic model,
machinery and devices used in
labor and its urban environment.
For example, in areas where people must travel long distances by
car, sedentary lifestyles are much
more common.

controller, is capable of displaying
two different images at the same
time, one on the visor and another
on the television. As Sony explains,
the reason for the dual display is
to prevent virtual reality “from
invariably being a solitary experience.” While several PS4 games
are coming out with optional VR
features, there will be a few games
at launch that will work exclusively
with the device. These include Batman Arkham VR, DriveClub VR
and RIGS: Mechanized Combat
League. The headset, alongside the
aforementioned games, will be released on Oct. 13 with a retail price
of $399.

When intoxicated and in the
company of others, people judge
levels of drunkenness based not
upon the objective level of alcohol
they have consumed, but by the
relative intoxication level of their
peers, a new study reveals.
The study, published in BMC
Public Health, found that people
who are consuming alcohol with
others who are also drinking alcohol are more likely to underestimate their own levels of drunkenness. When surrounded by sober
people, however, the same drinkers were more inclined to feel that
their behavior was riskier and
would lead to more health-related
complications.
“Researchers have historically
worked under the assumption
that those who drink most alcohol incorrectly ‘imagine’ everyone
else also drinks to excess. It turns
out that irrespective of how much
someone has drunk, if they observe
others who are more drunk than
they are, they feel less at risk from
drinking more,” Simon Moore, a
co-author of the study, said.
Approaching random people at
designated landmarks on primarily Friday and Saturday nights, the
researchers tested 1,862 individuals for their breath alcohol concentration. After a questionnaire
portion, there were 400 suitable
participants who completed all
parts of the study. The participants
were selected from different social
groups. Approximately 63 percent
of these participants were male,
with an average age of 27.
The researchers gauged the
participants’ perceived levels of
drinking and subsequent health
consequences through a series of

questions. The first question was,
“How drunk are you right now?”
This was followed by, “How extreme has your drinking been tonight?” The third question was, “If
you drank as much as you have tonight every week how likely is it that
you will damage your health in the
next 15 years?” The final question
was, “If you drank as much as you
have tonight every week how likely
is it that you will get liver cirrhosis
in the next 15 years?”
Each participant was asked
to respond to the questions on a
scale of one to 10, with one being
the least extreme and 10 being the
most extreme. Participants who
were found to have zero alcohol in
their bloodstreams were excluded
from this portion of the study.
Through these questions, it was
found that most people perceived
themselves as moderately intoxicated, though their breath alcohol
contents put them past the acceptable drinking limit to drive in both
the United Kingdom and the United States. This phenomenon, the
study argues, could be due to an
automatic sensitivity to hierarchy
that stems from humans’ evolutionary past, making those in a social group who are lower in “rank”
more susceptible to overdrinking.
“On the basis of the results described here, [the authors of the
study] suggest that an inbuilt sensitivity to rank position amongst
others can… lead people to assume they are less drunk and at
risk than they actually are if they
rank low amongst other drinkers,”
the study claims.
By spreading out the area of license plates where alcohol is sold,
the study suggests, lawmakers will
be able to reduce the poor decision
making that is caused by intoxicated people influencing one another.
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Study reaveals possible sixth sense
BY ANGEL TORRES
COPY EDITOR

Mutations found in the gene
PIEZO2 have led researchers from
the National Institutes of Health to
conclude that a sixth sense may be
possible in humans.
The patients these mutations
were discovered in—a 9-year-old
girl and a 19-year-old woman—
were brought together to monitor after it was found that they
displayed similar deformities and
sensory problems.
According to the New England
Journal of Medicine, where the
study was published, both patients
had balance issues, trouble walking and deformities in their hands,
hips and feet. They also had abnormally curved spines that were
originally diagnosed as progressive scoliosis.
Dr. Carsten Bonnemann, a pediatric neurologist at NIH’s National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke, worked with Dr.
Alexander Chesler, a researcher at
NIH’s National Center for Complementary and Integrative Health, to
study the patients and their mutations in their PIEZO2 gene. The
gene mutations have previously
been found to be prenatally fatal
in mice. For the two patients, however, it only left them with their
deformities and a unique lack of
spatial awareness.
The patients were tested for
bodily awareness and sensitivity to
touch, having their data compared
to control groups consisting of
people without their disorders. In
one test, the patients were blindfolded and asked to touch an object in front of their faces. This task
proved to be extremely difficult
since the patients did not seem to
know which direction their arms
were moving in without sight. In
another sensory test, the two fe-

males were unable to feel the vibrations of a tuning fork—a device
that vibrates a specific pitch when
struck—as well as the control subjects could. Similarly, when the
two patients were blindfolded,
they were unable to walk properly,
stumbling and falling frequently.
The patients, however, were
able to feel, just not as acutely as is
considered normal. When a brush
was passed over hairy parts of their
skin, both patients felt it, but one
of them reported feeling a prickly
sensation, whereas unaffected
volunteers normally report it as a
pleasant sensation.
Bonneman and Chesler repeated the sensory tests with the
patients strapped into MRI machines. They found that the brush,
which should have activated a part
of the brain linked to physical sensation, was producing brain activity in a region of the brain associated with the emotional response
to touch. The conclusion was that
both of the patients could not
physically feel the brush and were
experiencing something similar to
an emotional response to its touch.
The last set of tests involved
the patients holding a device that
progressively became hot or cold.
To the researchers’ surprise, both
patients were able to perceive
changes in temperature and could
feel the pain.
The results of these tests led
Chesler and Bonnemann to conclude that the PIEZO2 gene played
a key role in the sensation of touch
and proprioception—the sense
of one’s relative position of body
parts and strength involved in
moving—but did not play a role in
sensations of temperature or pain.
Bonneman was impressed by the
the bodies’ compensation for the
deformities.
“What’s remarkable about
these patients is how much their

Results from this study
will later be used to
investigate the role of
PIEZO2 in nervous system
and musculoskeletal
development.
nervous systems compensate
for their lack of touch and body
awareness,” said Bonnemann. “It
suggests the nervous system may
have several alternate pathways
that we can tap into when designing new therapies.”
The findings of this study suggest that PIEZO2 may have a direct
role in skeletal development, or
that proprioception is necessary
for proper skeletal development.
Despite the mutations, the nervous systems of both patients appeared to be developing normally;
they were capable of feeling temperature, itch and pain. Results
from this study will later be used
to investigate the role of PIEZO2 in
nervous system and musculoskeletal development.
According to Bonnemann, understanding the data from both
patients may provide clues to a
variety of neurological disorders.
Alternatively, the researchers
speculated that variations in the
gene may explain why a person is
uncoordinated or clumsy.
For both patients, a sixth sense
could be present in theory, but it is
not what is typically regarded as a
sense. Unlike more immediately
apparent senses, such as taste
and sight, this sense would simply be the human body’s ability
to feel location in space and move
accordingly.

MOMI exhibit showcases arcade games
BY LUIS LUCERO
STAFF WRITER

The Museum of the Moving
Image in Astoria, Queens is one
of the premiere media museums
in not just the city, but across the
country. As its name suggests, the
museum’s main focus is primarily
on film and television. In recent
years however, video games have
been making their way into the
museum, starting off with a small
display featuring a playable Atari
2600, Nintendo Entertainment
System, Sega Genesis and two arcade machines from the 1980s.
For a long period of time, this was
the only representation that video
games had in the MOMI. Recently,
a new interactive exhibit was created that paid tribute to the golden
age of classic arcade video games.
“Arcade Classics: Video Games
from the Collection” allows patrons to the museum to look at and
play the various arcade machines
that are in collection. The time
frame for the exhibit is roughly
between 1971 and the mid-1990s.
The machines included are arcade
classics like Ms. Pac-Man, Donkey
Kong and Mortal Kombat. Additionally, there are several surprises, such as Computer Space, the
first coin-operated video arcade
game, a motion cabinet of Sega’s
1986 classic Out Run and Midway’s
highly popular arcade adaptation
of James Cameron’s Terminator
2: Judgement Day. Included with
each of the machines is a plaque
that describes the game and the
impact they left on both the industry and pop culture in general.
There is also an underlying
message hidden throughout the
exhibit advocating video game
preservation. The quality of the
machines themselves varies from
game to game. While some play
perfectly fine and give off high
video quality, others have worn
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Classic arcade favorites were featured on display at the MOMI for the exhibition.
down controls and distorted video
monitors. At the time of this article,
Computer Space was closed to the
public as part of its regular joystick
maintenance and an original Pong
machine was completely unplayable due to an unrepairable CRT
screen. While video game restoration is every bit as essential as
film and television restoration, the
exhibit does not go in depth into
how the process works beyond a
simple display sign. A panorama
or exhibit on the exact steps to
restoring a single machine would
have been an interesting addition
to museum.
Even though it was billed as
an exhibit primarily dedicated to
arcade games, the whole concept
could have easily been expanded
from just arcade games to the
video game industry in general.
There was more than enough exhibit space to include demonstrations of various consoles that came
after the golden age of arcades like
the Nintendo Entertainment System and Sega Genesis. The whole
exhibit feels more like a trial run
to see if there is any sort of interest for a future permanent exhibition space dedicated to all eras of

video game history. Judging by the
reception of this exhibit, it is safe to
say that such a thing does not seem
too far off in the future.
While it might seem like a bit
of a missed opportunity, what the
MOMI has given visitors is still the
most fun and interactive exhibit
they have had in years. Whether it is
long-time game players or younger
people who missed out on the classic era of video games, this exhibit
has something for everyone. Also,
while the games themselves are
what one would expect to see at
any video game exhibit, they are
still every bit as fun to play in 2016
as they were during each machine’s
respective debuts. One cannot help
but feel, however, that the exhibit’s
curators have left out certain video
games that are otherwise recognized as important to video game
history. All the games featured are
2D games, but the exclusion of
games that pioneered 3D graphic
technology like Virtua Fighter
seemed like a strange omission.
As it is, “Arcade Classics: Video
Games from the Collection” is an
exhibition definitely worth checking out. The exhibit runs at the
MOMI until Oct. 23.
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Sports
Bearcats advance in CUNYAC play despite disappointing Invite
BY OMER SEMAN
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The Baruch Invite is an annual
tri-match competition where the
women’s volleyball team competes
against two elite programs at the
college’s Athletics and Recreation
Center, with New York University always being the marquee matchup.
Both the NYU Violets and the
Seahawks of St. Mary’s College of
Maryland, sat near the top of their
respective conferences entering
the event. Although their matches
ended in straight set defeats, cocaptain Marisa Bou explained
why the Bearcats tend to schedule
tough teams.
“Our competition is fierce—not
even really in the CUNYAC—but
there are a lot of good teams so our
coach really loads up our schedule with competitiveness so that
we are prepared for CUNYAC. Our
really big competition, obviously,
is Hunter, so we have a lot of big
games that we play like NYU,” Bou
said. “We use those teams to prepare us for our conference games,
so those teams are generally a lot
better than we are, but they are only
supposed to make us better.”
Whether it was errant hits on
the ball or miscommunication, the
Bearcats committed a number of
errors that negated comeback efforts in their 7-25, 6-25, 17-25 loss
to the Seahawks. An early stretch
saw the Bearcats fall behind 3-14
in the second set, but that did not
dampen their spirit. Sophomore
right side hitter Cindy Ciu made a
diving save near the out-of-bounds
marker to keep a rally going. Later

COURTESY OF JOHN NEVES

Despite a losing eﬀort as host of The Baruch Invite, the Bearcats shined in a three set sweep of Brooklyn College in CUNYAC play.
on, she fooled the defense with a
crafty shot that landed just over
the net. Baruch held on firmly in
the waning moments with an extended rally filled with lunging
dives, blocks at the net and instinctive digs, although their efforts ultimately fell short.
Captains Alessandra Chavez
and Akilah “Kiki” Meulens made
their presence known as each side
traded points to open the third
set. Chavez hammered the ball to
put the Bearcats on the board and
Meulens leapt for a block to cut the
deficit to one. The Seahawks, led
by Alli Graf and Mia Griffiths, frus-

trated Baruch with heavy strikes
and sound defense as they went on
a 9-1 run. A service error gave the
Bearcats an opportunity to respond
as Meulens accounted for five of
their six unanswered points.
Meulens unleashed a ferocious
roar after each point scored as well
as when she was subbed out of the
game. She felt the need to yell because, “a lot of times our energy
goes down so it feels like if one or
two of us—especially if the captains
of the team are loud and energetic
and stuff—it brings the energy of
the team up. We play a better game
when our energy and confidence

Marlins grieve over loss of Fernandez
Sports world mourns the death of Marlin’s pitching ace Jose Fernandez after tragic boating accident
BY OMER SEMAN
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

On Monday, Sept. 26, just one
day after tragedy struck the team,
the Miami Marlins were overcome
with emotion as they took the
field against the New York Mets,
all sporting the name and number
of their fallen teammate, Jose Fernandez.
Lead-off hitter Dee Gordon, a
left-handed batter, took the first
pitch right-handed in honor of
his brother and teammate. Two
pitches later, he launched his first
home run of the season into the
stands. Half the team channeled
Fernandez’s jubilant spirit as they
were on the top step of the dugout
cheering.
Fernandez, the 24-year-old
two-time All-Star pitcher was
killed in a boating accident early
Sunday morning off the coast of
Miami Beach. The Marlins cancelled Sunday’s scheduled game,
returning to the field on Monday
with a fitting victory in honor of the
late pitching Ace.
Fernandez’s tragic death sent
shockwaves throughout the entire
professional sports world, as many
paid tribute to the 2013 National
League Rookie of the Year. The
news stunned fellow countrymen
Yasiel Puig and Yoenis Cespedes,
who hung his jersey in their respective dugouts during Sunday’s
competition.
Gordon immediately posted
on Instagram the pitcher’s mound
with Fernandez’s hat, jersey number and a bouquet of flowers with
the caption “I love you and I’m so
hurt to see my brother go...I know
I’m being selfish but you weren’t
just a teammate to me...you were
family...I love you Josey!!!”
Fernandez’s journey to the ma-

DEADSPIN.COM

Fernandez’s teammates honored the late pitcher following their win over the Mets.
jors began in Santa Clara, Cuba
where he played baseball with
dry branches and the best rocks
he could find, according to a 2013
profile by The Ringer’s Jordan Ritter Conn. After being arrested on
the Caribbean sea on their way to
Miami, Fernandez, just 14-yearsold at the time, and his mother
were sent to Cuban prison.
During his fourth and final attempt to defect, he heard a woman scream as she fell overboard.
Fernandez instantly dove into the
violent waters not knowing the
woman he rescued was his mother
Maritza until she was within arm’s
reach. They made their way to
Tampa where former Cuban national team pitching coach and fellow defector Orlando Chinea took
Fernandez under his wing.
In 2013, a 20-year-old Fernandez debuted against the Mets,
throwing five innings, allowing
just one run on three hits, and
eight strikeouts. The right-hander
flashed a bright orange glove with
matching cleats in his first AllStar appearance later that season.
Days before he was announced
as the National League Rookie
of the Year, he was asked what
message he would tell his grand-

mother Olga in Cuba. “Everything
I do is for her and I’m gonna keep
working for her and hopefully, one
day, she’s gonna get to see me
here.” Fernandez was unaware that
Marlins owner Jeffrey Loria arranged a two-year visa for her so
she could watch him pitch, as she
rushed to hug him right after he
spoke those words.
Fernandez’s last outing was a
classic performance: eight shutout innings with 12 strikeouts,
three hits and zero walks versus
the Washington Nationals. Later
that day, he shared a photo of his
girlfriend cradling her belly, announcing over social media that
they were expecting a baby.
Fernandez lived with a fiery
passion. He was on the top step
of the dugout during his off-days,
cheering whenever his teammates
made a great play. That exuberance
often rubbed his opponents the
wrong way, but Fernandez always
backed up his flair with substance.
He electrified any field he stepped
on, injected life back into America’s pastime and approached
each day with the youthful glee of
a Little Leaguer. His potential was
unrivaled, his joy unmatched and
his family’s sorrow unimaginable.

are up so I try to make sure the energy is up at all times.” Her teammates came through; Chavez and
freshman Yijia Cai combined for a
block at the net and Cai displayed
quick reflexes with three consecutive digs. The Bearcats’ valiant effort in the final set carried over into
their match against the Violets.
Setter Stephanie Cornwell and
Bou, who plays libero, kept the
team in formation throughout the
match. The libero position is a defensive specialist and according
to Bou, “runs the whole back row
of the court. I am the brain of the
court in addition to the center. It

is a very difficult position to play
just because you are controlling every aspect ... even the plays we are
going to run so I can tell the hitter
where they are going to hit the ball,
I can tell the setter where we should
be putting the ball. Even being a
captain, I run the court—in addition to the setter of course.”
Caroline Rapp and Rayne Ellis
smashed back-to-back kills for the
Violets to put the Bearcats down at
the end of the first set.
Chavez served up an ace and
Leslie Chen racked up a kill to put
Baruch up 5-2 at the start of the
second set. When asked about their
fast start, Meulens answered, “we
went in [the locker room], we talked about it after the first set and we
saw that we could do it. [Entering]
the second set, we knew we had
to communicate more and again,
play with energy and confidence
and so I think that it translated
onto the court.” Freshman Julia
Deutschmann provided a spark
with a devastating kill to bring the
match within one. But Rapp and Ellis overpowered the Bearcats with
12 and nine kills, respectively.
Perhaps Bou’s ideology of playing stronger teams in order to
prepare for CUNYAC competition
merits some truth, as the Bearcats
rolled past Brooklyn College on
Tuesday, Sept. 27. The Bearcats
took down the Bulldogs in straight
sets, 25-7, 25-6, 25-17. Muelens
shined with 11 of the team’s 23 kills,
with Stephanie Cornwell joining in
the spotlight with 20 assists. Baruch
now boasts a 3-1 CUNYAC record,
right in the shadow of the rival
Hunter College Hawks.
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Vikings, Patriots downplay key offensive injuries with 3-0 start
BY MICHAEL FRIEDLICH
STAFF WRITER

The start of the 2016-17 NFL season was one of worry for the New
England Patriots and Minnesota
Vikings. Both teams entered Week 1
without their starting quarterback,
with the Vikings scrambling to find
a replacement to lead their offense.
Three weeks into the season and all
worry transformed into joy as both
teams find themselves undefeated
heading into Week 4.
Heading into the season, the
Minnesota Vikings were dealt a
crushing blow at the quarterback
position, with the loss of their starting quarterback Teddy Bridgewater
for the entire season. Before the
season even began, the Vikings’
franchise quarterback dislocated
his knee with a complete tear in his
anterior cruciate ligament, an injury he suffered during team drills.
The drama continued in Week
2 as the team’s star running back
Adrian Peterson tore his meniscus,
forcing the Vikings to place him on
injured reserve. At the very least,
Peterson will not be able to return
until mid-November, but he is
expected to miss more time, given
that the recovery time for this kind
of injury is typically three to four
months.
The loss of the anchor to their
offensive line, left tackle Matt Kalil, is further complicating things
for the Vikings as he was placed on
injured reserve after undergoing
surgery for a torn labrum in his hip.
Shockingly,
even
without
Bridgewater, Kalil and Peterson,
the Vikings have won their first
three games, including an impressive win against the Green Bay
Packers and a defensive beat down
on Cam Newton and the Carolina
Panthers.
Newly acquired quarterback
Sam Bradford has seemingly res-
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The Vikings are surprising many despite signiﬁcant losses at the quarterback and running back positions, starting the season 3-0.
urrected his career in the absence
of Bridgewater, outplaying Aaron
Rodgers during their Monday night
primetime showdown.
Nonetheless, the team’s success
can be attributed to a stout defense
which effectively shut down the
likes of Rodgers and Jordy Nelson,
Kelvin Benjamin and Newton. The
defense had a fantastic performance against the Panthers even
without the key presence on the defensive line of tackle Sharrif Floyd,
who will miss at least six weeks
after having meniscus surgery this
past week.
The Vikings’ depleted offensive
line, which allowed the Panthers to
inflict punishing shots on Bradford,
got even worse on Sunday. Guard
Alex Boone left the game with a hip

injury and will have an MRI during
the week to find out the severity of
the injury.
While the Vikings’ chances of a
deep playoff run with a depleted
roster look less likely, the tremendous play of the defense and stellar play of Bradford gives them a
fighting chance. If the Vikings get
to the playoffs, Peterson could be
back in time to rejoin the team for
a playoff run.
The New England Patriots are
another team entering the season
without their franchise quarterback. New England typically has no
issues with their quarterback Tom
Brady who is one of the best quarterbacks in the history of the NFL.
However, with Brady suspended for
the first four games, fans wondered

who will play quarterback for the
Patriots. Brady’s presumed successor Jimmy Garoppolo stepped in
week 1 and put the fans’ worries to
rest, engineering a late-game win
against the Arizona Cardinals.
After winning the first game
and giving the Patriots a huge
lead against the Miami Dolphins,
Garoppolo sustained a sprained
AC joint in his throwing shoulder
after being on the receiving end of
a hard tackle.
Luckily, the Patriots drafted
rookie Jacoby Brissett, who was
picked out of the North Carolina
State University in the third round.
Typical under Coach Bill Belichick’s regime, the Patriots routed the
then-undefeated Houston Texans
27-0 in Brissett’s first career NFL

start. However, after the win, the
Patriots received the disheartening
news that Brissett had torn a ligament in his thumb and may miss
the last game before Brady’s return.
Some have speculated that
wide receiver Julian Edelman, who
played quarterback in college,
could start the next game after acting as the emergency backup in
last week’s game against the Texans. But, given his talents as a wide
receiver and the fact that he is the
only quarterback on the roster,
the team may sign another quarterback to start Thursday’s game if
Brissett is not able to play.
Nonetheless, Patriots fans are
rather comfortable heading into
Week 4 against a weak Buffalo Bills
team. No matter who is on the field
for the Patriots, Belichick is able
to find a way to win, and easily at
that. When Brady missed the entire
2008 season due to a torn ACL in
his knee, backup Matt Cassel led
the team to an 11-5 record. Since
that season, Cassel has played on
numerous other teams and has
failed everywhere else except for
New England.
Facing adversity heading into
the season, the Vikings and Patriots have responded tremendously.
The Vikings hope to ride Bradford’s wave for the remainder of the
season, with aspirations that he
may join the team in the long-term
to backup Bridgewater for seasons
to come.
However, nothing is set in stone,
as Bradford has been known to play
inconsistently throughout his career. Even more, back-up running
backs Jerrick McKinnon and Matt
Asiata are better suited for redzone
situations, and it is unknown how
they will preform on a three-down
basis. As for the Patriots, Brady will
soon take the reins, and it will be a
surprise to see the team skew from
its winning ways.

Wild card race at end of season signals competitive MLB playoffs
BY MATT BUETE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

As playoff baseball draws near,
and with division titles all but set
in stone, the focus around Major
League Baseball has shifted toward
the red-hot wild card races.
As of Sept. 27, the National
League Wild Card matchup features
the New York Mets pitted against
the San Francisco Giants. The Mets
have been playing well despite battling injuries all season. If the Mets
are able to hold on to the top Wild
Card spot, the team will face off
in an all-or-nothing matchup at
Citi Field, with a thrilling pitching
matchup of Noah Syndergaard for
the Mets, and Giant’s Ace Madison
Bumgarner.
A common post-season participant, the Giants have been battling
a tough schedule with an inconsistent bullpen, ultimately costing
them an otherwise surefire playoff
spot.
As for the American League, the
Wild Card matchup currently features the Toronto Blue Jays and the
Baltimore Orioles. The Jays finish
their regular season with two tough
series against the Orioles and the
Boston Red Sox. They have to decide if they want J.A. Happ or Aaron
Sanchez to pitch this one game
elimination for them.
More importantly though, the
team must fend off the Orioles
who are hot on the Blue Jays tail for
home-field advantage.
The Orioles have a power hitting offense with Mark Trumbo and
Chris Davis leading the way. They
also have a dominant bullpen that
has provided tremendous relief
pitching since their five pitchers
with Earned Run Average’s over
5.25 have made at least 10 starts.
The New York Yankees, once
alive and well in the wild card

race, have since stalled offensively,
pulling them down to four games
behind the Wild Card spot. They
lost their fourth straight game and
have now fallen in 11 of their last 14
games after winning seven in a row
to get back into the playoff hunt.
Although they are not officially
out of the race, the Yankees’ best
bet to steal a wild card position is
to win all their games and hope
that the right teams lose, which at
this point would be nothing short of
a miracle.
The AL Central crown belongs
to the Cleveland Indians because
of their stellar pitching rotation led
by 2014 Cy Young award winner
Corey Kluber.
The Indians played lights-out
baseball throughout the summer,
which has allowed the team to
comfortably take the division title.
The lineup is led by veterans Carlos Santana and Mike Napoli, who
are both having solid years. Also,
Fransico Lindor and Jason Kipnis
round out a solid lineup of hitters
that can be dangerous if they heat
up in October.
The Boston Red Sox have won
the AL East, which is a perfect complement to storied Farewell Tour
of team legend David Ortiz. Ortiz,
nicknamed Big Papi, is having one
of the best seasons of his long career, the best final season a player
can have.
Teammate Rick Porcello is having a fantastic year and is a leading
candidate to win the 2016 Cy Young
award. The Red Sox are one of the
hottest teams in baseball right now,
and history shows that they are capable of capitalizing on post-season appearances.
The NL West belongs to the
Los Angeles Dodgers, who played
tremendously despite an injured
Clayton Kershaw, the best pitcher
in the major leagues. The offense is
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The Mets are leading the NL Wild Card race, with the team relying on the pitching staﬀ to carry them to their second straight championship.
led by rookie shortstop Corey Seager, who has made up for the lack of
productivity from teammate Yasiel
Puig. The Dodgers have made good
of every bad situation this year and
they are hoping for a long playoff
run to reward their valiant efforts.
The Chicago Cubs are the NL
Central champs, shocking the
baseball world with their fairytale
season. The Cubs have not won a
World Series since 1908, the longest
streak among active teams. Fast
forward more than a century and
the Cubs are the clear favorites to
win the World Series.
With an offense led by sluggers
Kris Bryant and Anthony Rizzo, the
Cubs had no difficulty pulling away

from the other teams throughout
the season. The pitching staff has
the lowest ERA in the league with
Jake Arrieta and Jon Lester leading
the helm. Also, with Aroldis Chapman in the back of the bullpen, the
Cubs are strong at every aspect of
the game. It would be disappointing for the Cubs not to win the title
this year.
The American League’s home
field advantage is still up for grabs,
but for National League teams
with championship aspirations,
the road to the World Series will
go through Wrigley Field and the
Chicago Cubs.
October baseball is always the
main attraction for fans of the

sport, because something new
and exciting happens every year. It
will be interesting to see which
teams will surprise in October and
which teams will snub on their
opportunity.
All eyes will be glued on the Chicago Cubs who look to end their
horrible drought and finally win a
championship. But Big Papi will be
in hunt of another championship
before riding off into the sunset. If
these two can manage to face off for
the pennant, fans will certainly be
in for a treat.
Anything can happen, but trying to predict how the postseason
will shake out is often an exciting
adventure.
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Baruch Weekly
THEME: FAMOUS
GANGSTERS

OCTOBER 2016

ACROSS
1. CLOWN ACT
6. DOWN IN THE DUMPS
9. TANDOORI BREAD
13. TROPICAL JUICE FLAVOR
14. FREUD’S CONCERN
15. “TURKISH MARCH,” A.K.A.
“TURKISH ____”
16. ANCHOR JUST CLEAR OF
BOTTOM
17. LINCOLN LUMBER
18. LIKE HANNIBAL LECTER’S
VICTIMS
19. ATTEND A DEPARTURE
21. *____ GUN KELLY
23. *MODERN EVIDENCE,
MISSING FROM GANGSTER ERA
24. DIPLOMAT’S FORTE
25. PARISHIONER’S SEAT
28. MAKE A SKETCH
30. TUGBOAT’S ACT
35. GREENISH BLUE
37. *BOOTLEGGING
TO PROHIBITION ERA
GANGSTERS
39. GOSSIPMONGER’S
INFORMATION
40. “RUDOLPH, THE
REDNOSED REINDEER”
STORYTELLER IVES
41. JAMES PATTERSON’S
“____ CAME A SPIDER”
43. “____ ____ GOOD
EXAMPLE”
44. ____ OF DEMANDS, PL.

MON

3 NO CLASSES SCHEDULED
TUES

4 NO CLASSES SCHEDULED
WED

5
THURS

6
FRI

7
SAT

8
SUN

9

KICKIN’ IT WITH KAREN
1:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m. | NVC 2-110 | Free
TECHNICAL ANALYSIS
12:30 p.m.-1:45 p.m. | Subotnick Center | Free, Requires Registration
HEAD OF STATE
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | NVC 2-125 | Free
MBA PRESENTS: THE SCIENCE OF THE RESUME
12:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m. | NVC 3-215 | Free
INAMORI ART PROJECT GROUP: PRAYER OF LOVE & PEACE
7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. | Engleman Recital Hall| Free, RSVP Required

46. *RONNIE KRAY TO REGGIE
KRAY
47. SMALL PAVING STONE
48. CHOOSE NOT TO DO
50. *BUTCH CASSIDY’S HOME
STATE
52. SITE OF SUMMER
OLYMPICS
53. LIKE A BILLIONAIRE’S
POCKET
55. WITNESS
57. *JAMES COLOSIMO, A.K.A.
____ JIM
61. *PROTAGONIST IN MOVIE
“BLACK MASS”
64. INUIT SKIN BOAT
65. E.T.’S RIDE
67. WELDING’S HAZARDOUS
OUTPUT
69. AFRICAN PEOPLE
70. SODAPOP CONTAINER
71. NOVELIST WHARTON
72. OBSCENITY
73. WORD BETWEEN DOGS
74. TIE AGAIN
DOWN
1. ___ KHAN
2. COMMON ALLERGENS
3. CONTAINER WEIGHT
4. LIKE A HARVARD
BUILDING?
5. *ALLEGED MASTERMIND
OF ST. VALENTINE’S DAY
MASSACRE
6. SELFIE SUBJECT
7. “FOUR SCORE AND SEVEN
YEARS ____”
8. TRUTH WITHOUT PROOF

9. BIBLICAL CAPTAIN
10. OPPOSED TO
11. PORT IN YEMEN
12. “____ THE WISER”
15. CHANCELLOR, IN EUROPE
20. RULING IN ISLAMIC LAW
22. APTITUDE TEST
24. BE SICK
25. *A.K.A. THE KING OF
COCAINE
26. ATTACH OARS TO A
BOAT, E.G.
27. MEAT IN A CASING
29. *POPULAR GUN USED BY
DILLINGER AND OTHERS
31. ONE WEAK AND LACKING
CONFIDENCE
32. INDEPENDENT AFRICAN
RULER
33. *A.K.A. THE TEFLON DON
34. MUSE OF LOVE POETRY
36. ____PHOBIA, FEAR OF
HEIGHTS
38. MAKE WITH NEEDLES
42. GRIND TEETH
45. PUZZLE WITH NUMBERS
49. X
51. YOUNG COW
54. DERIVE
56. MUSICIAN’S EXERCISE
57. GIVES A NICKNAME
58. MUSLIM HOLY MAN
59. HOKKAIDO NATIVE
60. ACTOR LEBLANC
61. REFUSES TO
62. DO LIKE EXHAUST PIPE
63. HIMALAYAN CRYPTID
66. U.S. AVIATION AUTHORITY
68. FEMALE PRONOUN

REBECCA VICENTE | THE TICKER

CROSSWORD SOLUTION:

CIRD SEMINAR SERIES
1:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m. | CIRD Conference room | Free, Registration Required

ISSUE 4

TRANSCENDING PUNISHMENT: AN INTERDISCIPLINARY CONFERENCE
ON SOCIAL JUSTICE*
11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. | Richard Harris Terrace, 199 Chambers St. | Free

MEN’S SOCCER*
12:00 p.m. | College of Staten Island, CSI Soccer Complex | Free
WOMEN’S SOCCER*
2:30 p.m. | College of Staten Island, CSI Soccer Complex | Free
*Oﬀ-campus event
For full list, visit www.baruch.cuny.edu/calendar

Career Spotlight
SAVE THE DATE

INTERNSHIP UPDATE

On Campus Recruiting Workshop
Tuesday, October 4, 12:30-2:00 P.M., NVC 2-190
Find out about On Campus Recruiting and how you can get
a position in a great company.

THE VERA WANG GROUP

Go On Government Webinar: Understanding the
Federal Government
Wednesday, October 5, 2:00-3:00 P.M., NVC 2-190
Learn how to research, ﬁnd and apply for internships or
jobs in the Federal Government.
Building Your Brand: The Personal Pitch
Thursday, October 6, 3:00-4:30 P.M., NVC 2-190
Learn how to “sell yourself” in this workshop that teaches
you about the Personal Pitch.
Dining Etiquette
Thursday, October 20, 12:30-2:00 P.M., NVC 14-250
Hear from an expert on how to handle ﬁne dining in a
professional setting.

baruch.cuny.edu/careers
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/starrlights/
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/scdc/
@BaruchSCDC
Baruch College Starr Career Development Center

Fall 2016 Bridal Wholesale Internship
The Vera Wang Group is looking for a Bridal Wholesale Internship for Fall 2016. The Vera
Wang Group is an internationally renowned company and
the industry leader in bridal.
The world’s most inﬂuential and
fashionable women look to Vera
Wang when dressing for their
most important events and public appearances. Both her bridal
and evening apparel are sold at
over 55 upscale retailers, including Saks Fifth Avenue and Neiman Marcus.
In 1990 she opened her own
design salon in the Carlyle Ho-

PEER TIP OF THE WEEK

tel in New York that features her
trademark bridal gowns. She has
since opened bridal boutiques
in New York, London, Tokyo and
Sydney.
Responsibilities include experiencing all levels of customer
service from wholesale to retail,
sample traﬃcking, conducting
market research, collecting and
organizing data to conduct sales
report analyses, assisting with
product photography and inventory and miscellaneous projects
such as administrative work and
assisting other departments.

If you are a motivated and
an astute individual and wish
to be considered for this internship, please send your resume
and cover letter to recruiting@
verawang.com with “BRIDAL
WHOLESALE INTERNSHIP” in the
subject line. This is an unpaid
internship with academic credit
open to students interested in
ﬁnance, sales and retail; for more
information, visit StarrSearch
with ID number 95156.

FUN FACT

POST-CAREER FAIR ACTION, A TIP FROM A PEER FOR CAREER
Did you know about Baruch’s Max Berger Pre-Law Program?

“Attended last Friday’s Career Fair? Pat yourself on the back for taking the ﬁrst step to landing a

This program is designed to help students interested in law by

job or internship! Be sure to follow up with the employers by sending thoughtful thank you emails

providing pre-law advisors, legal career panels, law school fairs,

that include what you learned from them and request a coﬀee meeting. Best of luck in your job

scholarships and internship opportunities. The path to law school

search!”

can be confusing; apply to the Max Berger Pre-Law Program

KAREN CHOI
PEER FOR CAREER

for additional support! For more information, visit Starr Career
Development Center.

